.
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The Minister for Education:
affect that position at all,

Hon, J, J. HOLMES: T am satisfied that
in small cases, an official such as contem-
plated onder the Bill, could discharge the
duties very well, but I think where big es-
tates are concerned it would be preferable for
a person to be appointed as in the past. I
am assured by the Minister, however, that it
will be competent for such a person te be ap-
peinted and to aet in the dircetion T have
indicated. In these c¢ircumstances I have mo
objection to the Bill,

It will not

Houn. .J. W, KIRWAX (South) [8.30]: I
do not agree with Mr. Nicholson, who ex-
pressed satisfaction because the Bill did not
appoint & public trustee. The omne official
badly needed in this State is a publie trus
tee, whose appeintment should be on the
lines existing in England. The Bill be-
fore us is good as far as it goes, but it
does not go far enough, Tt simply limits
the trustec to take charge of the estates of
ingane and ineapable persons. With regard
to the publie trnstee in Eagland who, I think,
was appointed under an Act passed in 1906,
the department under that official has grown
very rapidly, When that officer was origin-
ally appointed it had a staff of only five;
now the number employed in the Public Trus-
tee’s office in London is more than 1,000.
That pgrowth is evidenee of the satis-
faction expressed by the public coneern-

ing the position of the public trustee.
The assets that are controlled by that

official amount in value to 150 mil-
liens sterling, and the department does not
cost anything to contrel. The assets are
managed so that they shall merely pay the
expenses. The publie trustee derives no pro-
fits. I know that in advocating the
establishment of soeh an office in West-
ern Australia, those interested in trustee
and excentor companies in  Australia—
there are many in Australia, and we have
one in this State—will oppose the supges-
tion and declare that it is an interference
with private enterprise. In my opinion, how-
ever, it is a departure which the Govern-
ment arc justified in adopting. Difficulties
at times arise in proeuring good executors,
but if there were one who had behind him the
security of the QGovernment, the diffieulty
wonld be overcome. The appointment of a
public trustee has heen of great advantage
in the British Isles, and although at the time
there was some opposition to the establish-
ment of the office, to-day I do not belicve
there is anyone who does not agree that
the step was &t wise one to take. There is a
great sense of seeurity about it on the part of
those people who have made their wills, and
appointed the publie frustee as executor. I
trust the Government will give this matter
consideration and endeavour to ascertzin ex-
actly how the scheme is working in England.
I am sure they will find that it is working
satisfactorily there, and I hope that as a re-
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sult of their inquiries they may see the
wisdom of following asimilar course in West-
ern Auatralia.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East—in reply) [8.35]: I
can readily give Mr. Holmes an assurance on
the two points he raised, With regard to the
question of expense, this merely forms part
of the scheme of re-organisation and will
tnean g good deal of economy. The propoesal
will apply to moneys that are held by the
eourt in trust, and to nothing else.

Hon. J. A, Greig: Does it apply to pro-
perty? -

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
the property of those persons to whom I have
already referred. The appointment of a
public trustee to carry out the functions sug-
gested by Mr. Kirwan is a matter entirely
apart from the question of the appointment
of an official trustee. The hon, member’s
proposal would mean the creation of a new
department. Whether that would be wise or
uot, is a matter for consideration.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There are big estates
at the present time, and in connection with
these the Supreme Court appoints trustees.
Will this Bill affect those estates?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 8.40 p.m.
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CONDOLENCE-—QUEENSLAND
COLLIERY DISASTER,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [4.32]: T move— .

That the Legislative Assembly of Wes-
tern Australia expresses ‘its profeand
sorrow at the appalling loss of life that
has attended the catastrophe at the
Mount Mulligan coal mine and its
deepest sympathy with the relatives of
the deceased; and that the Speaker be
asked to telegraph a copy of the above
resolution to the Hon. the Premier of
Queensland.

We have all read with great regret the an-
neuncement in this morning’s paper of the
terrible catastrophe which has oceurred in
North Queensland, and which has resulted in
such great loss of life,  These happenings
have occurred from time to time in the min-
ing industry, but this particular tragedy is
especially disastrous in that it really means
that practieally all the men who were work-
ing in the mine have lost their lives. One’s
sympathy goes out to the relatives of the
deceaged and their friends. I am sure I am
expressing the feelings of the whole House
in extending my sympathy to them, and that
the House will agree to the motion which I
now submit.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.34]: I
support the motion, and, with the Premier,
deplore the terrible disaster which has oe-
curred in Quecnsland, We have to go back,
I think, to the middle eighties, at the time
when the great Bulli disaster occurred, to
find a catastrophe in the mining history of
Australia equal to this. [ should serve to
bring home to the people of the country one
phase of the tragedy of toil, namely, that men
who go down into the earth as it were, to
engage in mining operations, take their lives
in their hands every day of the year. I am
sure every member of the House will extend
his sympathy to the reldtives and friends of
those unfortunate men who have lost their
lives in such a sudden and dreadful manner.

Mr., WILSON (Collie) [4.35]: As a
member representing the eoal-mining industry
in this Chamber, T am practically identified
with a good many of the miners who have
lost their lives in this terrible disaster. The
underground manager of the Mt Mulligan
mine {Thomas Young Evans) was a lad from
Collie and he got his ticket from that centre.
There is, therefore, au affinity between Collie
and this coal mine in Queensland. T know
the distress which resnlts from these terrible
catastrophes, for I have heen mixed up in
them myself. We all extend our sympathy {o
those who are left in such appalling circum-
stances, I support the motion. .

Mr. A, THOMSON (Xataoning) [4.36]:
In the absence of my leader, the member for
Avon (Mr. Harrison), I wish to express the
sympathy of the Country Party for those who
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have been affected by this great disaster. We
deplore the sorrow which has so suddenly been
brought upon the people concerned. I support
the motion.

Question.put and passed; members standing.

QUESTION—SPEAKER'S GALLERY.
Privileges to Women.

Mr. SPEAEER: The member for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) has given notice of a
question to the Speaker, which will be
answered without delay, and which will not
appear on the Notice Paper. Her first ques-
tion is—

‘With respect to the admission of stran-
gers to the Speaker’s gallery, is a member
of this House entitled to extend this
privilege to women as well as to men?

To that question I may answer that it has
never been done, and I do not know that it
has been done in any of the Parliaments of
the Commonwealth.

Mr. MeCallum: Yes, it has.

Mr. SPEAEKER: If it has been done it has
been dome without my knowledge. The
second part of the question says:—

If this does not apply to women, under
which Standing Order is the position gov-
erned?

The standing orders do not control the
Speaker’s gallery. Tradition has handed
down the Speaker’s gallery to the Speaker aud
he allows members to take privileged gnests
te seats in the Speaker’s gallery. The mem-
ber for West Perth is on the same footing as
any other hon. member. No member is privi-
leged to ask a lady to take 4 geat in the
Speaker’s gallery. On the other hand, the
member for West Perth has the right to take
a gentleman to the Speaker’s gallery.

Mrs, Cowan: Am I in order in moving that
your ruling be disagreed with?

Mr, SPEAKER: T have not given a ruling;
I have simply told the hon. member what is
the position. If the House decides otherwiso
I cannot help it. The Speaker’s gallery has
been handed down to the Speaker and is con-
trolled by him, and T am only doing what
previons Speakers have done.

Mr, Corboy: T would like to ask, Mr.
Speaker, without notice, if you will extend
the same privilege to Iadies as is extended to
gentlemen,.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have already answered
that question.

Mr. Corboy: T am asking if you will extend
the same privileges.

Mr. SPEAKER: T answer, ‘‘No."’

QUESTION—OIL PROSPECTING,
BREMER BAY.

Mr. SIMONS asked the Minister for
Mines: In view of the elaim put forward

by Messrs. Martin and Perkins, oil cxperts,
that they have discbvered free oil inm the
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vicinity of Fitzgerald River (Bremer Bay),
and in view of the uncertainty which nega-
tive reports from the experts of the State de-
partments has created, will he state—I1, What
steps are being taken to decide finally which
of the two sets of opinions is correet? 2, Is
it proposed to accept the offer of Meassrs.
Martin and Perkins to demonstrate that cil
can be produced from the samples now in the
custody of the Mines Departmen:y (declared
to yield negative results by the State offi-
ciala)? 3, Is it the intention of the Minister
to send a departmental official to teat the
accuracy of the report that free oil has been
struck in the bore, and if so, when? 4, Is it
a fact that Mr. Martin made known to In-
apector Wilson his process for extracting the
oil, and that Inspector Wilson, in the presence
of the discoverers and other witnesses, pro-
dueced benzinet? 5, If the previous question is
answered in the affirmative, why was thig re-
sult not mentioned in the official report?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [4.48]: DMay I be per-
mitted to make a short explanation in ask-
ing the member for East Perth to postpone
the question. Tt affects the Government
chemist and mineralogist, Dr. Simpson,
and also a member of the geological
staff, Inspeetor Wilsen. Both these gentle-
men are out of town now and have been away
for some eonsiderable time. I do not desire
to answer the question until they have re-
turned. Inspector Wilson will return on
Thursday and Dr. Simpson will be in Perth
on Friday. T will anawer the question after
they have returned. It is due to them to
know what has happened and T wish to bring
- the question before their notice.

QUESTION--MEDICAL DEPARTMENT,
ANNUAL REPORT.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Colonial
Scerctary:  When will the report of the
Medical Department for year 1920 be placed
on the Table of the House?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
A combined report for the years 1920-21 will
be available in May, 1922, As a measure of
economy it is proposed to continue publishing
this report biennially, as was done for the
vears 1918 and 1919,

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT WORKS,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Was value to the extent of £90,000 lost on
the last kill at the Wyndham Meat Works, as
atated by the member for Pilbara? 2, Does
this amount include loss or non-sale of hides,
valued at £54,000, or is the loss additional to
this amount? 3, What is the estimated

amount which would have to be written off

to enable these worka to operate to profit?
The PREMIER replied: WNo. Excluding

interest, the profit and less account to 31st

December, 1920, shows a loss on the year’s
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operations and transactions of £71,168. This
amount includes £23,805 on producta of the
1919 season—being depreciated value of
stocks unsold at 31st December, 1919. 2,
There was not a loss of £54,000 on non-sale
of hides. Hides are ineluded with other pro-
docts in the balance sheet and profit and
loss aceount. 3, This cannot be angwered.
The main faetors affecting the question are:
Market values of products; prices of cattle;
ocean freight service and rates,

BILL—REGISTRATION OF TRAINED
NURSES,

Introduced by the Colonial Secretary and
read a first time. )

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2) £542,000.
All Stages.

The PREMIER AND COLONTAL TREAS-
URER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—Northam)
[4.50]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to emable resolu-
tions from the Committee of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and adop-
ted on the same day on which they ghall
have passed those Committees, ond also the
passing of a Supply Bill through all its
stages in one day.

Question put and passed.

Message.

Measage from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in eonnee-
tion with the BIllL

In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,

The PREMIER AND COLOXNTAL TREAS-
T'RER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell—Northam)
[4.55]: I move—

That towards making good the Supply
pgranted to His Majesty for the service of
the year cuding 30th June, 1922, a sum not
exceeding £380,000 be granted from the
Consolidated Revenve Fund, £150,000 from
the General Loan Ifupd, £6,000 from the
Government Property Sales Fund, £6,000
from the Land Improvement Loan Fund.

I may explain that T am asking for supply
for a month, I hope to introduee the Esti-
mates for the present financial year on Tuey-
day next., Members will then be fuily in-
formed as to the position of the finances and
a3 to what may be expected for the coming
year. Members will realise that under our
gystem it is impossihle for them to be in-
formed by way of the monthly revenue and
expenditure returns which are published
monthly as te the exact position. The returns
as published are certainly somewhat mis-
leading. I want to explain why that i3 so.
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We collect land rtevenne largely during the
months of September and March. For the
rest of the year the collections come in in a
very uneven way. This applies particularly to
taxation. The defleit on the two months
amounted o about £351,000. The collections
from land taxation, the land rents, amounted
to about £81,000 below the average. The
same applies to the revenue from timber. We
colleeted £7,000 below the estimated revenue.
In addition to that, we charge interest
monthly. T should say that it is mot
paid, but it is debited monthly up to
the sacveral accounts, and later we are
recouped with respect to the interest om
moreys loaned through the Apgricultural
Bank and the Industries Assistance Board.
With respect to soldier settlement and
also to interest on the State trading con-
cerns, that is paid half yearly. TUnder these
headings during the last two months we have
paid away £93,000. That is to be recouped
to the Treasury later on. The Committee can
be satisfied that the only loss being made at
the present juncture is on public utilities not-
withstanding that so much is shown ag loss
in the monthly statements. I do not know
if the methods in vogue could be improved so
that the money could be collected more
evenly. I do not think they ecould be im-
proved, but we cannot inform members ac-
curately as to what the position will be later
on. I shall present the Estimates on Tues-
day next and members will then be in a
position to disecuss the finances fully,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.0}: T
have no intention of entering wpon =a
diseussion of the finances at this stage,

beeause the Premier has informed us
that he will have the Estimates down
next week. Members will be able to

give further consideration then to the dif-
ferent problems and discuss every phase of
the finaneial position of the State, I would
like to know from the Treasurer, however,
how the loan funds stand and whether the
amount he is asking for, namely £542,000 is
purely from revenue to carry on the services
of the State

The Premier:
revenue,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And that it in no
way further increases our loan authorisa-
tions. If that is the positien I would like to
have some information as to how the lean
funda stand at the present time. So far as 1
can gather, the loan funds are very low, if
not entirely cxhausted. The outlook for em-
ployment is such at the present time that it

The greater portion is from

wonld appear as if we shall have to make .

provision for the expenditure of loan money
in excess of the rate of expenditure during
the past 12 months. That will probably have
to be done if we are to meet the situation as
it confronts us regarding unemployment. 1
do mot kmow what the experience of other
members may be, but T am deluged with cor-
respondence mnearly every day of the weck
from persons in different parts of the State
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who are seeking employment. Phere is a con-
siderable number of men and women out of
work in and around the metropolitan distriet.
It seems to me that the Government will have
to find employment for these people. I know
the attitude the Premier takes up when he
says that there is plenty of work to be found
in the areas where there iz clearing of land
to be undertaken.

The Minister for Agriculture: The
vest will absorb a considerable number,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That will help to

ease the position. -
Mr. Willcock: They are sacking men in

the Railways when the harvest is startidg.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A considerable num:
ber of those who are out of work are not fit
to take employment at clearing land. We
cannot turn a man who has followed a dif-
ferent occupation on to work such as land
clearing merely in a day, and it seems to me
that the Government and Parliament have an
obligation to the people of Western Australia
to provide work for those who are unable, for
various reasons, to go into the country dis-
tricts to take up eclearing work. I know of
course that it is not a wise policy to launch
out on the expenditure of loan funds at a
time when such money ean only be obtained
at a very high rate of interest. It is of course
& desirable thing to go slow on, but at the
same time there is the difference between
going slowly and standing still altogether. 1
do not aceuse the Government for a moment,
especially the Premier, of having any ulterior
motive in declining to embark upon even a
moderate policy of public works from loan
funds, but it does seem to me that there is
some connection between the faet that we
have a number of unemployed in various parts
of the State and the continued agitation in
certain eircles for a reduction in the rates of
wages and galaries. For instance, we find
with regard to the question asked by the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum)
this afternoon that a foreign- gentleman who
revels in the title of an Italian count—which
is indicative of the fact that he belongs to a
foreign aristocracy—butting in last week
with a statement which he made to the Press
in connection with the attitude of a consider-
able section of the people in thia country,
and, referring to it as a * fool policy of high
wages.’” T wonder who sent this foreigner
here, and why it is that he feels it to be part
of his business to get into a controversy of
this kind. If the people of the country from
which he comes are content to work for a low
rate of wages, that is their concern, but it
seems to me that as a Consul representing n
foreign nation, it should not be part of his
buginess to get iato an argument of this de-
seription at this partienlar time. Then, too,
we have the fact that one of the gentlemen
who does honour to the State by representing
it in the Federal Parliament, and who ccea-
sionally visits us, perhaps on an average of
once every two years, arriving in the State
a few days ago, and immediately on finding

bar-
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hig feet in the country which provides his
sustenance, launches out on an attack upon
what he is pleased to call a high rate of
wages. Senator Pearce, to whom I am re-
ferring, is just a casual visitor to Western
Australia, and in the course of an interview,
after referring to the (itticulties experienced
in the East with regard to what he is pleasel
to describe as the high rate of wages obtain-
ing in the base metal industry, pointed out
that those rates were fixed when the peicea of
mefals were higher than they are to-day, and
that because the prices bave to-day fallen,
the industry is not able to pay the rate which
wag awarded and carry on sucecssfully. Then
this same gentleman shows how completely
out of touch he is with the State which finds
hiz pay, by saying that we have a similar
situation in Kalgoorlie, and he likens the con-
dition of the gold-mining industry, as it ob-
tains in Kalgoorlie, to the situation existing
in the Eastern States in connection with the
base metal industry which cannot earry om,
For the information of this legislator, I wish
to say that we have not a similar situation in
Kalgoorlic; the situation there is precisely
opposite to that existing in the FEastern
States, for, whilst the price of hase metals
has fallen considerably, and has created a
difficulty in the Eastern States, we have in
Kalgoorlie the faet that the price of the
metal preduced there has not fallen but has
increased. At the present time gold is worth
£1 11s. per ounee more than it was before the
war. The latest quetation is £5 13s. Gd. as
against an average pre-war price of £4. So
that, whilst the position in Western Australia
is that the price of gold has increased by
£1 11s, per ounce, this gentleman declares
that if the mines are to carry on we must
reconstruct our ideas about arbitration and
have a reduction in wages. 1 want to
tnke the present opportunity of having a
word to say in regard to this position.
When the workers in any industry dis-
card arbiteation and  adopt what is
deseribed as a poliey of direct action, we
have them condemned from one end of the
State to the other, and the question is asked
why do not the workers settle their griev-
ances by means of the court. In Kalgoorlie
we have a situation the like of which did not
obtain in any other part of Australia. The
men employed in the gold mining industry,
exeept for a fractional inerease, went through-
out the period of the war without anything
at all in the form of an apitation for in-
ereased wages, although the eost of com-
modities was soaring week after week and
month after montbh. From 1914 to 1920, a
period of over six years, they rteceived no
increare in wages, and the result was that
they kept the industry going, while they them-
selves were living absolutely below the proper
standard. Now, baving adopted the consti-
tutional method of getting an increase, after
baving waited for a period of six years, we
have men such as Senator Pearce, whose chief
ptock-in-trade is that of the maintenance of
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Constitutional Government, coming aleng io
tell us that we muat reconstruct our ideas
about arbitration, and that the men will have
to be prepared to forego the award they ob-
taivell through the court a litile while back,
an award which was even then below a living
wage. Senator Pearce declares that the men
shovld set aside that and acveept lower wages
g0 that the mines may be able to ecarry on.
That is the kind of thing whiel is calculated
to make that section of industrial workers
who have hitherto preferred the arbitration
court, diseard it altogether. If arbitration
ia to be any good to the workers, it should
gecure to them something like a living wapge
in ‘bad and dull timcs without the fear of
having those rates forced down, When prices
were high and those who engaged in the base
metal trade throughout the period of the war
accumulated enormous fertunes, the workers
did not partieipate in those profits. By what
reason, therefore, should they be asked to
share in the losges when bad times comet My
belief is that the employers regard the fact
that they have an army of unemployed econ-
tinually around them as a weapon to force
down the rate of wages. I believe, too, at the
present time, there is an understanding, not
to say a couspiracy, existing on the goldfields
between the members of the Chamber of
Mines and certain other influences in that
district, to prevent the men who are out of
work in Kalgoorlie from leaving the district
to obtain work elsewhere. They are pursuing
American methods of keeping around them an
army of surples labour as & kind of menace
to those who are at work. As a matter of
fact it is conceded already by mine managers
on the goldfieids that the output pér man has
inereased considerably, perhays up to 20 per
cent., by reason of the fact that the men in
work are influenced by tbe hundreds who are
waiting for billets, a fact which in itself is
sufficient to spur on those who are at work,
to a higher rate than they otherwisze would
do or ought to do. Tf this policy, whether
men are emploved or not, is no concern of
ours as a Parliament, the result will be a
breakdown of our arbitration laws, because,
whilst we bave on the ome hand empleoyers
who will be willing to employ men at reduced
rates of wages, on the other hand we shall
have a considerable army of unemployed, and
no trihunal will be able to maintain the
rates of wages, I trust the Premier will be
able to start some works, even if only in a
sma}l way, to absorb the number of men who
find themselves out of employment to-day.
I know of men who have spent their lives
in Anstralia, as good a type of citizens as can
be found anywhere in the world, with the
responsibility of maintaining homes, and find-
ing themselves at the preseat time unalle
to raise awy money with which to buy the
morrow's dinner, It is a deplorable situ-
ation when such men are face to face with a
position of that kind. Tt-is therefore the
responsibility of the State Parliament to find
employment for it3 citizens.
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Mr. Angelo: Has not the Premier offered
to pnt them on the land, and did he not fzil
to get applications?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Everybody cannot go
on the land to grow pumpkins and bananas.
Men who are up in years and who have spent
the best period of their lives following a par-
ticular occupation cannot be tumed out at
24 hours’ notice and told to take wp another
avoecation,

The Premier: The hon. member is refer-
ring to the 50 men we tried to get in Kal-
goorlie.

Mr, Angelo: The Fremantle lomperg have
done well at Yorkrakine.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T am awarc that the
Premier may say that he recently failed to
get any applicants for the 50 blocks he made
available at Esperance. Tt may be that those
who would be willing to settle at Esperance
are afraid that the railway will not be con-
strueted to that part of the State, and that
therefore it would be unwise for them to
take the risk. For my own part I have no
such fear. The Premier and his Government
have declared definitely and emphatically
that they will construct that railway, and
that is suffieient for me. In my opinion there
i8 no foundation for any such suspicion as
might be harboured by would be settlers at
Kalgoorlie. But I know that attitude has
becn fostered even by a section of the gold-
ficlds Press, and that is an unworthy thing
to do.

Mr. Angelo: The declaration you are mak-
ing may do good.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Press are going
to say to the people on the poldfields that
it would be foolish for them to take up land
becanse farming in this country will result
in failure, and, further, that it would be un-
wise for them to go to Esperance because
the word of the Government cannot
be taken seo far as the econstrnetion of
the railway is concerned, I say that
is an unworthy attitude to take wup.
T hope the Premier will be ahle to assure us
that something will be done to provide work
for the hundreds of men who are out of em-
ployment at the present time. Tt may be that
things will be eased somewhat when the har-
vest comes in, but every man cannot under-
take the work of harvesting. The only other
point to which'T wish to refer is this: I
hope that before the Estimates -come down
next week and before we are called upon to
diseuss the financial statement, we shall be
provided with the annual report of every one
of the departments for the year. There is no
reason why, after the lapse of threec months
since the elosa of the financial year, this
House should not be provided with the an-
nual report of every department.

Mr. Pickering: It would be an innovation
if we got them all.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It would be on what
we have experienced in recent years. The hon.
member may not be aware that it was the
practice of the departments in former years.
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The departments, however, have been allowed
to drift into a lackadaisical way. Last year
they had the excuse or explanation that the
reports were delayed on account of the Public
Service strike. No such excuse is available
to them this year, -and the officers charged
with the duty of preparing these annual re-
ports, if unable to do the work in the three
months since the close of the financial year,
ought to get out and make room for someone
who can. Last year we were called upon to
disenss the financial statement and the Esti-
mates without having even the advantage of
the public accounts. T hope that when the
Premier brings down the Estimates they will
be accompanied by the public accounts, as
they always were since I have been in the
Housge, with the exception of last year. T
shall not be prepared to discuss the financial
position unless T have the public accounts
hefore me, and there is nmo reason why the
House should not be furpished with ali the
necessary information, It is of no use pre-
senting reports after the Estimates have been
passed. The money spent in printing belated
reports might as well be saved. This session
we have received a number of reports dealing
with the previous financinl year. No member
has read them; they aro out of date; they
are of no use whatever, and the money might
ag well hava been saved.

Mr. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[3.18]: I wish to obtain a declaration
of the attitude of the Government

with rtegard to the wuvnemployment now
existing. I attended a meeting at Fre-
mantle this morning when there were pre-
sent 500 or 600, if not more, men who are
most anxious to obtain work and whe are in
a pretty bad way. They became very im-
patient when the situation was presented to
them that more delay might ensue. It is the
funetion of the Government to see that there
are no citizens in this State short of the
necessaries of life, The CGovernment must
offer them opportunities of work, and the
work offcred to them must be remunerafive
and attended with reasonable conditions. The
Government departments are contributing
towards the creation of unemployment. The
railways are dismissing a great number of
men, and so are other Government depart-
ments, and the sumber of men out of work is
increasing each day. The Government must
find some way out of the difficulty. The lack
of shipping at the port has inereased the
number of unemployed considerably, but most
commereial houses have also slackened hands.
Ag it has happened in most other parta of
the world, so it is happening here, the Gov-
ernment have given a lead by retrenching and
private enterprise is following that lead.

The Premier: Wae cannot keep men in the
railways if there is no work for them.

My, MecCALLUM: If there is no work in
the railways for them, work must be found
somewhere, or else the Govermment must keep
these men. The Government would be better
advised to find for such men work in which
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they could earn their sustenance and thus
avoid paying them sustenance for doing
nothing. We are not here to ask for charity
or to advocate that the funds of the State
should be utilised to keep men in idleness.
Every man should have an opportunity to
earn his livelihood. What logic is there in a
policy of introducing immigrants to this
State at the present time? We learn from
this morning’s paper that some hundreds
are arriving by the next mail steamer,
while at the same time a large number of
our own citizens are unable to obtain
employment. At the Fremantle meeting this
morning one man stood up and said that
during the past 15 months he had not earned
more than £26. Another stood up and told the
gathering that in the past six weeks he had
earned only 12s. Tf the only offer that the
Government have to make to the unemployed
is to provide work for them in the country

Mr. O Loghlen: There is not too much of it.

there.

Mr. McCALLUM : And if these men are
to accept employment at clearing m-'other
agricoltural work, there must be some evidence
that the wages and conditions will be reason-
akle and up to the Western Australian stan-
dard. T have had experience of the rates paid
in some of our agricultural distriets, A farm-
er will not pay a penny piece more than he
is absolutely obliged to pay; yet the farmer
has got more money from the people of this
State for his produet than has any other
section of the community. He has been sub-
sidised by a million pounds a year, and
he has at the same time been fleceing
the people of the country for the
past 12 months absolutely without warrant.
There is no warrant for the price of
6d, per loaf for bread at the present time,
or for the price of wheat and flour during
the Iast 12 months. The farmer has been
fleecing the great mass of the community, and
yet it is the men now out of work who have
been subsidising the farmer all along. I em-
pbasise a point I made in & previous speech,
that the whole of the workers’ savings in the
Savings Bank have been handed over to the
wheat growers. The primary producers—they
are really the wheat growers—have been given
a monopoly of all this money saved by the
workeras.

The Premier: No, they have not.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The working man in
Fremantle cannot get assistance to set up in
bosiness or to build a home, or to establish
himgelf for the future. This is reserved for
the wheat grower.

The Premier: Not at all,

Mr. McCALLUM : The wheat grower has a
monopoly of the Savings Bank money and
obtains it from the Agrieultural Bank and the
Industries Assistance Board..

The Premier: No.

Mr. McCALLUM: What other money has
the Premier for him?

. The Premier: This money is used for water
achemes and all sorts of works.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. McCALLTUM: Of all the money spent in
that connection, the great bulk of it roes
through the Agricultural Bank and the Indus-
tries Assistance Board,

Mr. A. Thomson: The wheat growers are
payving interest for it.

Mr. MecCALLUM: Yet the men who provide
that money are out of work, and have to pay
an exorbitant price for wheat and for the
products of wheat to the men who have a
monopoly of their savings. I wish to em-
phasise the point, made by the Leader of the
Opposition, that all men are not suitable for
agricultural work,

The Premier. We know that.

Mr. Pickering: If it is such a good thing aa
you have bheen trying to prove, the wonder is
that they do not take up agrieunltural work.

Mr. A. Thomson: Yes, why don’t they get
in and do a bit of fleecing?

Mr. McQALLUM: Not all of us are so un-
serupulous. There are some sections of the
comniunity who are prepared to act honour-
ably. Not all sections of the community are
thrusting their hands into the Treasury and
dipping into the people’s funds and placing no
limit on their demands. Not all sections are
prepared to bleed the country white regard-
less of what bhappens to the State se long
ag they can get unlimited assistance.

Mr, Pickering interjected.

The CHAIRMAXN: The member for Sussex
will have his opportunity to speak and I must
ask him to refrain from interjecting.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Some of us are prepared
to see that a fair thing is done, If the Gov-
ernment’s only offer is that the unemployed
should go into the country, irrespective of
whether the wages and conditions are reason-
able, T would point out that men undertaking
this work should he sure of getting their
money when they ecarn it. Many scores of men
have come to me after doing a job in the
country and comp:lained of their inability to
get their wages. I do naot say that all the
agriculturists are dishonest, but a great many
men Who undertake work in the country are
unable to get their money.

Mr. Pickering: They are not all dishonest!

Mr. MeCALLUM:¢ The member for Sussex
is not a wheat farmer. He has not grown a
bushel of wheat in his life, notwithstanding
that he poses as a representative of the
fariners. On this side of the House, however,
are men who have grown more wheat than all
the members of the Primary Producers’ party
put together,

Mr, Pickering interjected.

The CHATRMAN: T must again ask the
member for Sussex to obey the Chair.

Mr. McCALLUM: We in Fremantle have
canvassed private enterprise to aseertain what
opening there is likely to be for employment.
From all the big establishments in the port
we have been unable to find any promise of
an outlet for labour in the near future, Those
in eharge of operations at the port are not in
favour of a large exodus of labourers from
Fremantle. They argue that when the port is
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-busy, quick despateh is required, and the
lumpers will be needed to do the work. In the
glack time, however, they recognise that the
position is very bad indeed. Jt is enreason-
able for the Government or for the Harhour
Trust to expect a body of men to wait in idle-
ness and merely fleat along when reqnired,
These men are human beings and eanrot exist
on nothing. If labour is mneecessary for
the port. .when shipping is available,
it is the auty of those who want the
work done efficiently to see that susten-
ance is provided during the slack times.
Even if the Premier provides work for
men in the country, some provision will
have to be made for the upkeep of their
wives and families until their earnings are
available. The position iz becoming absolutely
desperate and relief is essential.

Mr. Mann: Is it a faet that certain lumpers
are getting all the work to the disadvantage
of others? :

Mr. MeCALLUM: Al that has appeared in
the Press to that effect is not trze. There was
a meeting of the vnion yesterday and a de-
cision was arrived at. The wembers of the
union are the best judges of the position. I
think that a better distribution of the work
available could be arranged, and it is advis-
able that this should be donme, but there is
very little foundation for the exaggerated
gtatements which have been published. I
hope that the Premier will not follow the
lead of the Premier of South Australia and
gay that no relief can be afforded to the un-
employed until such time as wages are re-
duced. I hope that the Government here will
not adopt any such attitude. I regret very
much that foreigners commissioned by their
Government to represent them here, and
mainly to deal with commereial matters, are
delving into thiz highly controversial ques-
tion of the reduction of wages. Are we to be
told by the loeal representative of a foreign
Government that wages must ecome down here
before work will be provided? I want no
such interference. We have had experience
of the attitude of Italians in industrial crises
previously. T am not one of those who desire
necessarily to adopt here what is done in
other countries. Let us solve our Australian
problems aecording to Australian methods,
and not according to foreign methods.

Mr. Johnston: Let that representative go
and solve the problem in Ttaly.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes. The position there
ja much more acute than the position here,
and the ITtalian Consul would be much better
employed telling the Italian workers what to
do; though for my part I believe those
workers would repudiate the Ttamlian Consul's
ideas. On the Eastern Goldfields the position
has been almost eritical for some time. A
certain vigitor from the Commonwealth Par-
liament, who has represented Western Aus-
tralia in that Parliament for 20 years, has
expressed certain opinions regarding the
Enstern Goldfields situation. I doubt whether
tbat gentleman, apart from eclection times,
has spent a fortnight at a streteh in this
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State since he was first elected. I cansay that
whenever he was wanted here to do a little
work for the political movement that gave
him birth, he raised all sorts of difficulties.
His statement that wages must come down
affecta the financial position of Western Aus-
tralia very materially. Apparently the hon.
gentleman in question is seeking to ecreate
the atmosphere neecessary to a campaign for
reduction in wages. No body of Australian
workers have shown themselves more tolerant
than the gold miners of Western Australia in
regard to wages and working conditions. The
wages on our goldfields have been, effectivaly,
the lowest in Australia; and the living con-
ditions of our miners and of their wives and
children have approached towards those of
aborigines. Even miners in constant work
have found it almost impossible to pay their
accounts; a week’s idleness means to an
Eastern Goldfields miner that hia tradesmen
are pushing him. How many times has the
hon. gentleman from the Federal Parliament
toc whom I have referred, stood up, since the
split in the Labour Party, to say that he was
one of the originators of the principle of in-
dustrial arb:tration? But now he is argu-
ing that the decision of the Arbitration
Court should be set uside, and wages
lowered. If Senator Pearce and others
have their way, and the wages of miners
and other workers in this country are
lowered, the finaneial position of Western
Australia will be materially affected. I trust
the State Government of Western Australia
will not follow the lead given by the State
Government of Sonth Awusgtralia in this re-
spect.

The PREMIER (Hon. 8ir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.35]: I have said repeatedly,
that the employers and the employecs
in  this country have responsibilities
towards each other. Times, of <course,
are bad just now, and business is
dull. I fail, however, to see that the
slatements of the two gentlemen referred to
by the last speaker have any bearing on the
question of wages, seeing that we have an
[ndustrial Arbitration Court in this country.
But I recogmige that if we have a large body
of men out of work, the State itself must
loge very considerably. There is, in point of
fact, work for everybody in this State to-
day, though I admit that many of the unem-
ployed cannot go into the country. Take, for
instance, the case of a Fremantle lumper with
a family who has his home established: at the
port. It is expected that within a few daya
some of the wheat stored in the country will
be moved—something like 700,000 bags.

The Minister for Agriculture: There will
be three grain vessels in next week,

The PREMIER: That will mean a con-
siderable amount of work. All I can say just
now is¢ that I have always been anxious to
see everybody at work. The Government have
used their best efforts, and with a fair amount
of success, in that direction, though I admit
that I cannot always find unemployed men
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just the work they would like. There are Mr. A. THOMSBOX : If the money invested

some public works which the Government
could start; but we are short of loan funds
just now, and it is difficult to get on the
London market. Still, I believe there will be
a revival of trade; certainly, that revival
will eome when the harvest is ripe. As re-
gards the men referred to by the member for
Gascoyne, the position is that 50 men were
sought from the goldfields to go upon the
Jand under specially favourable conditions,
but that owing to the opposition of a section
of the Press, based on what grounds I do not
know, the men were not obtained. Still, we
shall get the 50 men notwithatanding.

Mr. Troy: What age have you stipulated?

The PREMIER: We have not stipulated
any age,

Mr. Troy: A man of 50 with a family can-
not go on a farm,

The PREMIER: A deputation asked the
Government to give this opportunity to the
men on the goldfields. I am not saying that
any man who is out of work can go anywhere,

Mr. Willecock: We recognise that you are
not at fault in the matter.

The PREMIER: The men in question would
have run no risk. They were not asked to
put up any money. They were offered speeial
terms in the way of sustenance when they
went on the land. Naturally, the Govern-
ment cannot accept the responsibility of em-
ploying everybody who happens to get out
of work., We shall, howerer, continue to do
our utmost to make work available, T appre-
ciate that the State will never be in order
until we have all our people at work. The
member for North-East Fremantle proposes
‘to bring me to-night a deputation on the un-
employed question; the matter will be dis-
cussed further then. Personally I believe
that the Fremantle position will be rectified
more quickly than the Eastern Goldfields posi-
tion, because the shipping will shortly be
restored to Fremantle.

Mr. MeCallum: According to the experts,
the position will not bhe restored hefore the
end of the year.

The PREMIER: 1t will improve very
ghortly. The Government will endeavour to
meet the situation generally as far as they
ean.

Mr. A, THOMSON (EKatanning) [5.42]:
The House must supply the Government with
funds to carry on. But the astounding
charges made by the member for South Fre-
mantle eall for refutation.

The CHATRMAN: He was perfectly right
in making what he thought to be an aceurate
statement.

Mr. A, THOMSON: And T am perfectly
right in refuting it. Tt is mest astounding
that the hon. member should deelare that
farmers are fleecing the publie, that they
bhave a monopoly of the workers” money in
the Savings Bank.

Mr. McCallum: So you have.

The Premier: No,

by the Savings Bank in the Agricultural Bank
and in workera’ homes——

Mr. Munsie: Not a bob in workers’ homes.

Mr. A, THOMSOX: And loaned to the
metropolitan water supply.

Mr. Munsie: Not a bob there either.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Nevertheless, it is
wicked for the member for South Fremanlte
to say the farmers are robbing the workers.
If that iz the sort of statement he is going
to make, he cannot expect members on this
side to give his words due consideration.

Mr. MeCallum: You show us that the
statement is wrong.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is an absolute mis-
statement to say the farmers are fleecing the
publiec.

Mr, MeCallum: With wheat at 9s. a bushel
for' Western Australians and 7s. a bushel for
niggera!

Mr. A, THOMSON:
had a larger mind:

Mr. Mann: It is not possible.

Mr, A, THOMSON: No, perhaps it is not.
The hon. member declared that the Railway
Department was putting off hands. Does he
not realise that the greater the production
in the country districts the greater the work
provided for the railways, and for the lumpers
whose uncmployed meeting he attended in
Fremantle to-day. He has the audacity to
say the producers are robbing the workers
and have a monopoly of the workers’ money.
The hon. member has no right to make such
a charge against a section of the community.

Mr. MeCallum: You will get more of it
before you are much older.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Tf the hon. member
desires to he listened to with respeet, he
should not make such misstatements,

Mr. McCallum: You show it to be wrong.
E i3 trne.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The farmers are pay-
ing interest on the money advanced to them
to develop their lands and so find employ-
ment for the very men whom the hon. mem-
ber claima to represent.

My, Willeock: They are doing it for their
own benefit,

AMr. A. THOMSON: How can the farmers
berobbing the workers, when bread is cheaper
in Western Australia than it is in South
Aurtralia?

Mr, McCallum: You are wrong., In South
Australia advantage has not been taken of
the extra halfpenny.

The Premier: Anyhow, that is under the
Wheat Bill.

Mr. A, THOMBON: As Deputy Leader of
the Country Party, I must refute the state-
ment made by the hon. member.

Mr, Munsie: You have given ug no facts
whatever.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Neither did the hon.
member for Sonth Fremantle, I am afraid
he is one of thase who make a statement so
often that in the end they come to think it
trne, To-day there is work in the country,

If the hon. member
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and if men are prepared to go out there they
can have it. I trust it will not be neeessary
for the Government to introduce any system
of charity doles. The hon. member is not pre-
pared to work, but apparently he is prepared
to create strife in this House. He says
the farmers are dishonest, and will net
pay. In spite. of that T, whoe am pri-
vileged to know many farmers, declare that
there is mo more honourable body of men in
the community. The vast majority of them
have eome from various Labour unions on the
goldfields or in the metropolitan area. The
hon. member said the workers wanted pay-
ment for their services. There are many far-
mers who have worked for years without
anything like adequate payment for their
services.

Mr. Heron:
right.

Mr. A. THOMSON: No, but let us have
more harmonious feelings.

Hon. T. Walker: You set us an example.

The CHATRMAN: We are discussing the
Supply Bill.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, but you allowed
the member for South Fremantle plenty of
latitude, and I elaim the same privilege.

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair shall be the
judge of that.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But yon allowed the
hon. member to make serious allegations.

The CHAIRMAN: T must ask the hon.
member to confine his attention to the busi-
ness before the Chair.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I am replying to
gtatements made by the member for SBouth
Fremantle. T should be lacking in my duty
if T did not deny such statements.

Two wrongs do not make a

Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN (North-East
Fremantle) [5.50]: Something must be
done to provide work. It is of no use living
in a fool’s paradisc and saying there is no
lack of employment. Only to-dav I attended
an unemployed meeting at which there were
_ some 300 perdons, not all! lompers by any
means, The member for Katanning said there
was plenty of work in the country.

Mr, A. Thomson: I said there was a cer-
tain amount.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: A short while ago
I applied to the Colonial Secretary for as-
sistance for a person who, chiefly through
having a large family, is in some financial
diffienlties. The reply from the Under See-
retary reads as follows—

With reference to your representations to
the Minister in regard to the application
for assistance by Mr. Blank, I am in-
strueted to inform you that the Minister
has given this matter his corsideration and
has directed me to poini out that it is
not the policy of the Government to assist
by way of charity men who are able-
bodied, and that there is plenty of work
in the country which- men of this class
might obtain if unable to get sufficiently
continnous employment at the work they

- have been accustomed to in the city.
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We want to know where that work is. Only
recently two men who applied at the Fre-
mantle Tradgs Hall for work were told that
there was plenty of work in the country, 1
rang up the State Labour Bureau the same
day and the answer was, ‘‘Jobs are very
few at present. If any come in I will let you
know.’’ We are told there is plenty of work
in the country, but when we c¢ome to lock
for it that work cannot be found. The mem-
ber for Katanning declared that farmers
were willing to pay. I have an instance of
it. Only a few weeks ago an ex-soldier of
the British Army came out under the Over-
seas Bettlement Bcheme. 'With his wife he
was sent into the country to a job offered by
a farmer. When the pair got there they were
told there must have been some mistake, be-
cause the farmer did not want anybody.
However, the new arrivals were given a
shakedown for the night, and@ next day they
applied to a neighbouring farmer, who gave
them a job at 30s, per week for the man and
his wife. The woman alone could get 30s. a
week as a domestic! However, they accepted
the job, and hung on for a fortnight, until
they earned sufficient to bring them back to
Perth. Having had experionce in England
in a certain commercial iife, the woman has
decided to stay in Perth and earn money in
order to enable her husband to take up a
farm under the Premier’s group settlement
stheme. That incident happened only a few
weeka ago, and it is mot the first that has
come under my knowledge. We cry out for
population, but under conditions svch as ob-
tain in the farming distriets, how ean we
hope to attract population? Our farmers
should realize that they have a duty to per-
form to those who come from overseas, to
those who have risked their lives in the in-
terests of the farmers of Australia, and in
other parts of the world. Tinemployment
is general. There are scores of persons out
of work, and I know of many who are out
of work in PFremantle. I trust the Premier
will see as early as possible whether work
can be found of a kind that will suit
those who meed it. Every case should be
treated on its merits. If a man cannot get
work, T am gure there is no member of the
House who would stand by and see his fam-
ilv starve. As it is, many people are going
short of food. It is time some aection was
taken in the direction outlined by the Leader
of the Opposition and the member for Sonth
Fremantle (Mr. M¢Callum), T know the dif-
ficulty. T can see the possibility, in connee-
tion- with the Wheat Pool, of our Londom
financiers saying they cauvmot go any further
in assisting the Government, and of our pub-
lic works ceasing in this State,
The Premier: No!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They may say they
can go no further than they have gone. There
have been many occasions when previous Gov-
ernments have found it necessary to go to the
London and Westminster Bank for an over-
draft in order to carry on the public works
of the Btate. The bank may decline to as-
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gist any further, nnd the workers of the
State may have to suffer beeause of the ad-
vantage that will acerue to the farmers
throogh the wheat pool. I am not opposing
the wheat pool, but T say there is a danger
to other sections of the communmity in estab-
lishing it. I trust the Premier will give fur-
ther consideration to the question, and see if
gsome relief cannot be afforded to the persons
on whose behalf T am gpeaking,

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report adopted.

Bill introduced, ete.

Regolution in Committee of Ways and
Means having been passed, a Supply Bill was
brought in providing for the expenditure of
£542,000,

Bill passed through all its stages without
debate, and transmitted to the Council.

RETURN—WYNDHAM MEAT WORKES.

On motion by Mr. Pickering ordered:—
That a return with regard to the Wyndham
Meat Works be laid upon the Table of the
House showing—(a) The total aetval cost
to date of buildings, plant, jetty, and water
supply. (b) The total interest and sinking
fund, if any, paid to date. (e) The total
cost of administration, including management
and eclerical expenses, up to the end of 1920.
(d) The ecost of administration, including
management and elerical expenses, for 1920-
21, (e) The total cost of maintenance to
date and basis upon which assessed. (f) The
staff, number engaged, salaries and allow-
ances. (g) The loss that has oecurred during
present management, the amount, the nature,
and the cause. (h) The aetual loss per an-
num whilst works are Iying idle. (i) The
logs during the last period of operation.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 13th September.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.32]: This
Bill meetg with my hearty approval. It will
enable members of either House of the State
Parliament to contest Federal elections with-
out having to give up their seats. To that
extent it will widen the area of the choice of
the electors. 1 see no reason whatever why a
member who has had many years’ experience
in the Parliament of this State, and who the
electors may desire to represent them in the
Federal Parliament, shovld in any way be
penalised because he desires to contest a seat
in the Federal legislature. Therefore, I have
much pleasure in supporting the Bill. Tt
may be that the fact that a new field of com-
petition has been brought into the Federal
arena, will quicken

Mr. Pickering:

The dead.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P. COELIER: Yes; and it may
Iead to activities on the part of members re-
presenting us in the Federal Housz now. I do
not think balf the members of this Chamber
could, without consulting a reference book,
name the whole of the representatives of
‘Western Australia in the Federa! Parliament.
It is 80 long since we have heard of them, let
alone seen them. They have passed out of
memory for the time being, but, of course,
they wiil come back when the elections eome
round asgain. If the knowledge that this Bill
is likely to be' passed throngh the State Par-
liament comes to the Federal membera from
Western Australia, it may have the effect of
waking them up.

Mr., Johnston: It will have that effect if
the Bill goes through.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It may have the effect
of awakening them to the responsibilities at-
taching to their positions. I hope that when
the Bill becomes law, .there will be quite a
number of State members who will offer them-
selves to the electors for serviee in the Fed-
eral Parliament, and that all members will
get into training right away and start eulti-
vating the Federal side of the electors’ re-
quirements. I hope, too, that the result may
be that in the next Pederal Parliament, we
may have members representing us who will
at least deem it their duty and responsibility
to visit this State more frequently than every
few years.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

Tn Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—WHEAT MAREETING.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 15th September; Mr,
Stubbs in the Chair, the Minister for Agri-
ceulture in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clange 4—Advisory committee:

Hon, P, COLLIER: Has the Minister any
information to give members as to who will
comprise the advisory committee? Doubtless
they will be men associated with the business
of wheat growing, or buying and selling in
some way or other. I desire, if possible, to
have a representative on that board who will
wateh the interests of the consumer. The
Minister will be guided largely by the advice
tendered to him by the members of this com-
mittee and I want other interests represented
hesides those concerned entirely with wheat
growing. Cen the Minister tell members
what he has in mind regarding the composi-
tion of the committee?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The constitution of the commitiee at present
comprises Messrs. Sutton (Chairman), Field,
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of Elder, Smith’s, Paynter, farmer, Doodla-
kine, and Mrz. Cottor, farmer, Muresk. Those
members have been acting in this capacity
from the inception. There is at present ome
vacancy which will have to be filled, and it is
problematical whether Mr, Field, who has
seted more from the standpoint of a war
effort, will accept reappointment. It is the
desire of the Government to give adequate
representation to all sections of the commun-
ity, but we want to have the services of
gentlemen with a knowledge of the business,
whether they be drawn from the Chamber of
Commerce, the Trades Hall, the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Asseciation, or any other body. We
have not completed arrangements regarding
the personnel of the board, but desire to have
the most effeetive organisation possible. We
want the best men procurable for the posi-
tion, but we have an open mind on the sub-
Jeet.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following mnew subclause be
added: —*“One of the members of the com-
mittee shall be appointed in the interests
of the consumers and shall be a person who
is not' interested as principal or sagent in
the growing or production of or dealing in
wheat or the products of wheat.’’

I move that amendment as a guvide-or an
intimation to the Government that there shall
be at least one persen on this board who ean
be said to be entirely free from any perscnal
consideration. We know that the price of
wheat for home consumption will be fixed by
the Minister on the advice of his committee.
As the Bill is drawn, having regard for Lon-
don parity, it will be seen at once what
attitude will be adopted by the committee.
As to what really constitutes Londor parity
there is a considerable difference of opinion,
as well as to what the price ought to be in
Western. Australia based on London parity.
If a man is a wheat grower in & large way
and has a considerable quantity of wheat in
the pool, if he should be a member of this
committee, I do not say he would deliberately
try to inflate the price or make the parity
price higher than it should be, but after all
it is the human wish, which no man is free
from, to get the most for what he has to sell,
Seeing that the consumers are so vitally in-
terested in this matter and believing that
‘they are entitled to consideration by virtue
of the fact that it is the eredit of the public
that is being utilised to carry through the
“pool, it is not asking too much that one of
the five should be 2 man who might be con-
sidered to represent the consumers and who
has no, interest in the buying and selling of
grain.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
have no objection to the insertion of the
subelause. As a matter of fact, the Govern-
ment had in mind such a proposal as that put
forward by the Leader of the Opposition.

Amendment put and passed.
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Mr. MANN: In view of his intimation that
Mr. Field may not be a member of the board
again, will the Minister agree to make pro-
vision for a member of the Chamber of Com-
merece to take the place of Mr, Field?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The only reason for the appointment of a
merchant or other ecommereial man would be
the agsistance he would render in conmection
with the marketing of wheat. There may,
however, be men possessing the necessary
qualifications but who may not be membera
of the Chamber of Commerce,

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clavse 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Prohibition of sales, etc., except
to Minister:

Mr. PICKERING:
ment—

That in lines 1 and 2 of Subelanse 4,
the words ‘‘either generally or in a par-
ticular case’’ be struck out.

It is felt that it is unnecessary for those
words to be ineluded, as they give too wide a
power, It is conceded that the price for local
consumption will be fixed, and I have no
doubt that that price will be arrived at satis-
factorily. Having arrived at an equitable
price, it shonld be possible to prevent the
flooding of the market with inferior wheat,
which the clause will allow if it is permitted
to stand as it is.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T hope the House will not agree to the amend-
ment. The Bill thig year is an honest attempt
on the part of the Government to meet the
desires of every section of the community,
and we naturglly want fairly wide powers if
we have to deal with particular preblems
which will confront the management. No
action will be taken by the Minister off his
own bat. This is the result of the past four
or five years’ experience, and it has been
deemed advisable to inelude these amend-
ments to meet the peculiar positions which
may arise.

Hon. T. WALKER: T cannot understand
the purpose of the amendment. The object
of the words is to permit discretion, not total.
or sweeping action in every instance. It
will be possible to judge every ease on ils
merite if the words are permitted to remain.
Once there is an exemption of any kind, if
these words are omitted we must bring all
into the gemeral and complete exemption. I
trust that the Committee will retain the words.

Captain CARTER: T was plad to hear
the expression of opinion from the Minister
regardine the necessity for this discretiomary
power. The other night I quoted a concrete
instance where wheat classified by the grower
as heing well below f.a.q. standard and sent
to the Perth markets for sale by auction had
been taken by the inspectors and pooled.
That happened at a time when wheat was
practically unprocurable by the poultry
farmer. Poultry raisers are dependent on

I move am amend-
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low-grade wheat for the carrying on of the
industry. 1f we have a hard and fast rule
without any discretionary power, wheat will
become more and more searce. It is now so
scarce that the poultry industry has been just
about wiped out of the metropolitan area.
It is a matter of extreme importance to ex-
empt certain classes of wheat, and T believe
that the clause should stand as printed.

Mr. PICKERING: In 1919-20 there were
853,000 bushels of wheat subject to dockage,
and in 1920-21 the quantity was approxi-
mately one million bushels. The poultry and
pig raising requirements of the State are
about 300,000 bushels. The question of
dcekape has been a source of trouble to the
stheme and it might be that the hoard will
eay, ‘‘We will not be bothered about this
question, but will reject that quantity of
wheat and throw it on the market.’’ That
would be a serious position for the State,
The clause makes provigion for the sale of
wheat for the ponltry industry. If we pass
2 measure which fixes a price, we should not
defeat that objeet by permitting a large
quantity of wheat to be thrown on the mar-
ket. A large proportion of the wheat subject
to dockage was turned into f.a.q. wheat and
used for milling purposes. The board, how-
aver, could throw it on one side and let it go
anywhere.

Hon, T. Walker: Where will it be altered
if you omit these words?

Mr, PICKERING: The operations of the
cluuse are enumerated.

Hon. T. Walker: The clause is confined
already,

Mr. PICKERING: No,
fégenerally.”’

Hon. T. Walker: That means in the par-
ticular cases mentioned.

Mr. PICKERING: Tam still of opinion that
the words should be struck out.

Mr, HICKMOTT: T support the amend-
ment.  If the same quantity of wheat was
re-conditioned as on previous occasions, there
would be a chance of the millers getting it.

" The Minister for Agriculture: The millers
will not have any opportunity to get it.

Mr. HICKMOTT: If there i3 as much as
850,000 bushels of wheat rejected or subject

. to dockage, and the quantity required for
poultry farmers is 300,000 bushels, surely
there is a big margin.

Hon. T. Walker: Tt will be the responsi-
bility of the board and the Minister. !

Mr. HICEMOTT: The amendment will
make the clanse serve the purpose for which
the Bill is designed and hoth sides of the
House favour pooling.

Hon, P. Collier: You have not read the
clause right through or you wonld have seen
that what you desire is provided for.

Mr. HICKMOTT: Too much power is
placed in the Minister’s hands.

Hon. P. Collier: Canpot you frust him?

Mr. HICKMOTT: It should be obligatory
for the wheat to go through the proper
channel.

the clause says,
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: Tt
i3 not too late in the season to experience a
repetition of what happened in 1915-16, when
the whole of the wheat in the districts north
of Moora to Northampton was smitien with
red rust and crops which should have gone
30 to 40 bushels went only a couple of bags.
We want special conditions to meet such cir-
cumstances. I think the member for Sussex
overstated the ease when he said that praeti-
cally one-tenth of the crop in a normal year
like last year was under standard.

Mr. Pickering: Sabjeet to dockape.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is to say that ome bushel in every 10
vas of inferior grade,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That may have been
brought about by bad farming.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon, member i3 not on safe ground when
he talks about good or bad farming.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I mean that it might
have been smutty or dirty wheat.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think that the words will serve any
purpose whatever.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some members of the
Country Party apparently are not satisfied
with the pool but want ta further tie the pool
up and have a greater grip on the consumers
o® this State. -According to the member for
Sussex, not only f.a.q. wheat but also inferior
wheat “fit only for pounltry purposes should be
subject to the pool.

The Minister for Mines: All wheat of less
than fair average quality is not necessarily
unfit for human consumption,

Mr. LAMBERT: Quite so, but it would
appear from the remarks of the member for
Sussex that he would have the grade of wheat
fit only for poultry purposes subject to the
rigid control of the pool.

Mr. DURACK: It does not matter whether
the words are retained or deleted, the Min-
ister will still exercise his diser~tion both
particularly and generally. I cannot see the
object of the member for Sussex in moving
the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I move an amendment—

That paragraph (e) be struck out,

This will probably attain the object which
the member for Sussex sought in moving his
amendment, There i a good deal of uneasi-
ness in the eountry as to the attitude the pool
will adopt during the coming harvest with re-
gard to the inferior wheat or wheat subject
to dockage, and it would reassure farmers if
the Minister announced that he intends the
pool to deal with all wheat, and particutarly
that of lower starmdard, on the same lines ag
in past years.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What reason have you to
assume he will act differently?

Mr. TOHNSTON: One reason is the state-
ment made by Mr. Sutton that during the
coming harvest the pool may not deal with
docked wheat at all.
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Mr. MacCallum Smith: Whbat will you do
with it?

Hon., T. Walker: Tf you omit this sub-
clanse, the inferior wheat must go into the
pool and thus lessen the general average.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Let it all go into the
puol and let the pool deal with it as in pre-
vious years.

Mr. MacCallum Smith:
sell it?

Mr. JOHNSTON: We are giving the Min-
ister power to eliminate from the operations
of the pool the wheat below the standard
fit for milling into four for comsumption in
Australia. In other words, we are going to
permit the millers to mill inferior wheat
provided they export the product. Western
Australian wheat has a pretty good reputa-
tion abroad. The flour which was recently
condemned in South Africa was not made
from Wesat Australian wheat, and the sooner
this is known throughout the Commonwealth
the better. I am opposed to giving the Min-
ister power to sell inferior wheat provided
that it is exported in the shape of flour.

Mr. O’Logchlen: You do not trust him?

Mr. JOHNSTON: ‘There is no need to
trest him. We have had too many eries in
late years of ‘‘ Trust the Minister.”’ If we
always trusted Minidters, what would be the
use of considering this legislation at all?

Hon. W. €. Angwin: You want him to
pay 3s. a bushel for inferior wheat straight-
away,

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, it is all subject to
doekage. I want the operations of the pool
to be condueted during the coming harvest
on the same lines as in past years. 1 hope
the Minister will accept the amendment,
which is not moved in any spirit of hostility
to either the Goveroment or the Bill.

Mr, PICKERING: If the amendment of
the member for Williams-Narrogin is nega-
tived, shall we then be able to move to amend
the paragraph?

The CHAIRMAN: No.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T desire to move that
the words “‘in Australin’’ be struck out of
the patagraph.

Mr. JOHNSTON: May I move an amend-
ment for the striking out of all the worda of
the paragraph exeept the last two, ‘‘in Ans-
tralia''?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Such an’
amendment conld not be accepted. There
would be no sense in those two words if the
remainder of the paragraph were deleted.
The member for Pilbara should move an
amendment on the amendment of the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin,

Mr. SAMPSON: 1Is there any occasion
to alter this clause at all, seeing that para-
graph (¢) affords the criterion by which
wheat shall be judged?®

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T see no necessity whatever for the amend-
ment of the member for Williams-Narrogin.
Clause & provides to whom the Minister may
sell wheat, I disagree entirely with what
the hon. member hag said regarding Mr, Sut-

Where will you
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ton’s statements on this measure. My opinion
of Mr. Sutton is that he would not commit
such an indiseretion as to make anthoritative
declarations concerning legislation not yet en-
acted. Inferior wheat might be reconditioned
and brought up to standard, and then sold by
the Minister to millers.

Mr. MUNSIE: I rise to inquire what will
be the position regarding the amendment
indicated by the member for Pilbara after
the amendment of the member for Williams-
Narrogin has been dealt with? The member
for Pilbara is possibly under the impression
that you, 8ir, have aeccepted his indicated
amendment as an amendment on the amend-
ment of the member for Williams-Narrogin.
If that i so, the amendment on the amend-
ment should be put first; otherwise the Com-
mittee will not have an opportunity of deal-
ing with the motion of the member for Pil-
bara. - )

Mr. UNDERWQOD: I think the worda
‘fin Australia’’ should be struck out, more
for the sake of appearances than anything
else. Dealing with the amendment of the
member for Williams-Narrogin would pre-
vent my amendment being dealt with.

The CHAIEMAN: I would like the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin to withdraw his
amendment, so that the amendment of the
member for Pilbara may be dealt with first.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Buot will you, 8ir, give
me & chance to move my amendment after-
wards?

Mr. MUNSIE: Tt seems to me that if the
member for Pilbara moves his amendment
and it is earried, the Chairman should then
put the paragraph as amended. The member
for Williams-Narrogin can then have thg
whole paragraph struck out, provided he se-
cures a majority in favour of that course.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the member for
Williams-Narrogin desirous of having his
amendment put now, or will he withdraw it
for the time being?

Mr. JOHNSTON: T am willing to with-
dra® my amendment for the present if the
statement about the whole paragraph being
put afterwards is correct.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, that is correct.

Mr. JOHNSTON: In that case I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I move an amend-
ment—-

That after ‘‘for’’ in line 4 ‘‘human’’
be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I move a further
amendment—

That in line 4 ‘'in Australia’’ be struck
out,

Amendment put and passed,

Paragraph (¢) as amended put and passed;
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 7—Authority for agéncy agree-
ment:
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Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: T should like a
ruling from the Chair. In all previous Wheat
Marketing Bills the provision has been ‘‘the
agreement is hereby ratified and confirmed.’’?
In the Bill now before us we have the words
*“in the terms of the draft agreement.’’ I
want to know whether the sehedule, to be
amended, must be amended in this clanse.

The CHATRMAN: It ia quite open to the
hon. member to move any amendment.

Hon. T. Walker: The point is, can the
gchedule be amended wunder this clause, or
must we wait until we come to the schedule?

Hon., W, C. ANGWIN: Have we power to
alter that draft agreement when we come to
the schedule?

The CHAIRMAN: Yea.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN:
ment—

That Subelause 1 be struck ount,

This subelause gives the Minister power to
enter into an agreement with the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. for the acquiring of the wheat.
Parliament has no right to make a present
to any one trading eorporation of a sum of
at least £15,000.

Mr. Pickering: You are beginning to be-
lieve that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, otherwige I
would not move the amendment.

Mr. Sampson: What about the cost of ad-
ministration?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: TUnder the Bill we
shall be duplieating it. The Bill provides for
a board, with a staff, to be the administrators
of the wheat scheme. The board has to ap-
point certain officers to see that the acquiring
agents carry out the agreement. the
second reading I pointed out that before the
Royal Commission the manager of the Wheat
Scheme, Mr. Keys, a man of wide praetical
expericnce, an officer who has pgiven every
satisfaction to the Government, one whose
evidence can be accepted as thoroughly re-
Jiable, said that if the wheat hoard did the
acquiring work it would mean a saving of
approximately £15,000, based on a 10 million
bushel erop. Is there any necessity for two
managers?! What a storm of protest there
would be if the Premier were to appeint two
secretaries!

Mr. Sampson:
amount ie profit?

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: Because under the
agreement, it can be nothing else than profit.
Here i8 an extract from the evidenee given
by Mr. Keye before the Royal Commission on
the Wheat Marketing Scheme—

4512, Does this inelude handling the
wheat as welll—That is omly our cost in
the office for issuing certificates. The
amount we pay sub-agents would he the
same whether we did it or whether it was
done through some company.

The Westralian Farmera Litd., as soon as they
get their aecquiring agency, appeint sub-
agents to act for them at the sidings.

Mr. Sampson: TUsing the co-operative
companies.

‘What makes you think this

I move an amend-
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Where co-operative
comranies exist, ves; in other places outsiders
are appointed. Tt would make no difference,
except that the sub-agents might get a little
more money from the Government than they
got from the Westralian Farmers Ltd. How-
ever, the evidence given by Mr. Keys con-
tinued as follows: —

This is naturally eheaper than any outside
company can do it for, because we have a
certain gtaffl and there would not be any
neeessity to inerease it. We also have in-
spretors, and it would only mean the em-
ployment of a couple of additional inspee-
tors to thoroughly check the country sub-
arents and see they were doing their work
in a proper manner.

4513, This would mean the weighing,
sampling, and issuing of certificates?—Is-
suinz certificates only, We do -the other
work at the present time. We do the check-
ing at the depots now.

4514, Tf you acquired the wheat your-
gelves, you would have to do the work at
the siding?—The sub-agents would do that,
and the rate of commission would be the
same as they would receive from anyone
else,

4515. Would the penny you are paying
now include the issning of certificates¥—
No. The Westralian Farmers get five-
eigghths—one farthing plus one farthing plus
one-eichth; that represents what we pay
the Westralian Farmers, except that they
have to do a certain amount of checking
at depots. We already do that, so that we
would not have to de it twice,

Mr. Pickering: It is an advantage having
a double check.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No, becanse in
many instances the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
i:erelv took the check from the Government.
In ono year they received from the Wheat
Pool £4.000 for doing £1,000 worth of check
work. To-day we are paying two manapgerial
etaffs, two sets of inspectors, two secretaries,
and two accountants, whero one of each would
do.

Mr. Johnston: We are handling it cheaper
than any other State in the Commonwealth.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do not like to
hear the hon. member talking through his
neck. T think I know as much about this as
any other member, for while on the Commis-
sion, without pay, I spent my time day after
day for weeks on end investigating the sub-
ject. Before the Westralian Farmers got the
acquiring monopoly, the agents used to be
paid extra for care-taking the wheat.

Mr. A. Thomson: They did not pay their
sub-agents.

Hon, W. O, ANGWIN: Apparently the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. did not do so either.
The pool paid for the care-taking of the
wheat. Tf the wheat was damaged, the ae-
quiring agent was responsible. But when the
Westralian Farmers Litd. got the monopoly”
the Government took the responsibility, and
s0 the handling of the wheat cost less. But
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we are told that, with a probable fall in the
market, the wheat- -growers have a hard time
in front of them, and that they will not be
able to reduce the cost to the consumer. If
in these circumstances the wheat-growers do
not want this £15,000, it can be allocated to
a reduction of the price of bread. Are we
justified in handing over to a firm-———

Mr. Pickering: A reputable firm.

Mr. O’Loghlen: A political firm,

Hon: W. C. ANGWIN: Apparently it is
almost 2 sacrilege to say anything at all
derogatory to the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
Members of the Country Party de not like it
al all. Are we justified at the present time
in handing over the acguiring agency to onc
company when, on the evidence of an expert,
the board can carry out that work and effect
a saving of £15000 to £20,000!

The Premier: Do you think it could be
donet?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T de.
The Premicr: ¥ do not.
Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I am confident

that it could be done. If we employ the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. it will be tanta-
mount to employing two managers where one
would do.

Mr. Pickering: Then you would add to the
unemployed trouble.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T do not believe in
throwing money away for nothing. The time
has arrived when the board should do the
work of acquiring. The members of the
board have {o be paid. 1 am not satisfied by
a long way that the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
have handled the wheat to the besi advan-
tage. They complain among themselves. To-
night we have heard something about the
dockages. 'Who make the dockages? The
acquiring acents.

Mr. A. Thomson: Which they had to do.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course; if they
had not Qone so they would have had to
stand the responsibility. I believe that the
farmer would get a2 far hetter deal from the
board than from the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
The board will see that the farmers’ inter-
ests are protected, whereas wnder the present
system the Westralian Parmers first of all
look after their own interests.

Mr. Hickmett: Mr. Eeys does the dock-
ing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
the wheat. .

Mr. Hickmott: He has samples in his office.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course samples
If I continued that lir= of argu-
ment, T micht say that the Westralian
PFarmers wanted not only Mr. Keys’ job but
the Minister’s job and the Under Secretary’s
job with regard to signing cheques. The
Commission, however, recommended other-
wise. On the evidence of Mr. Keys, we are
not justified in making a present of at least
£15,000 to one company.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think that Mr. Keys to-day would qualify
the statement be made some time ago, in view

He does not see
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of what is in front of him.” Both the man-
agement and the advisory board have stated
that the acquiring work of the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. has been well performed, and
endorse their re-appointment,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They could not have
done otherwise,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[£ there wag any justification for giving them
the sole acquiring ageney during the past
five seasoms, surely the same justification
exists to-day when we have to apply ourselves
to the changed conditions of a State pool.
The management of the scheme will have a
lot of additional work to do apart from ar-
ranging thronghout the conntry distriets a new
orga.nisation such as the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. have in existence to-day. I have heard
no complaings from the shareholders regard-
ing the acquiring agency, and if a hallot
could he taken, I am satisfied that a Iarge
majority would favour the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. continuing the acquiring bhusiness.
This arrangetment enables the Government to
assist the co-operative movement.

Hen. T, Walker: There is co-operation and
eo-operative monopoly.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It has been claimed that the Government of
New Sputh Wales have dome more for co-
operation than the Government of any other
State. Tn Melbourne a little while ago I pro-
claimed that the Government of Western Aus-
tralia had done more to assist the co-operative
movement than any otber Government.

Hon. T. Walker: It would be co-operative
if the Government or the board did it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In view of the additional work which will be
thrust upon the scheme, I hope the Commit-
tee will agree to retain ‘the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. as acquiring agents.

Mr. TROY: I prefer to speak for myself
in this matter. I support the amendment.
The Minister argued that the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. were entitled to the acquiring
agency becavse they had coperated during the
last five years.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
was no need for a change now.

AMr. TROY: In my opinion and in the
opinion of the great majority of the people
of the State, the only reason why the Wertra-
lian Parmers Ltd. are getting this special
privilege is because of the influence of the
Country Party in this House. But for this
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. would receive
no consideration above other imstitutions of
the same kind. I see no reason why the eom-
mercial side of a political organisation shounld
bhe given a cpecial concession by Parliament,
as a result of which they would enjoy advan-
tages over other sections of the community.
If Dalgety’s or Elder, Smith’s or any other
trading corporation had in Parliament the
infivence by representation which the Country

I said there

- Party have, that organisation and not the

Westralian Farmers Litd.
gpeecial {reatment.

might pget the
Such is the influence and
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the tendency of polities in Western Australia
during the last five ycars that there has been
introduced a principle whick has never before
operated in Australian polities, During the
lonz time I have been in Parlinment, T have
heard mueh about the Tammanyism of the
Trades Hall and of spoils to the victors, but
there was no prineiple of legislation enacted
by the Labour Party which ever gave the
privileges and concessions sought to be
given by this Bill, It is a very bad
principle and if continued it means that any
Government would be justified in giving to
their supporters special consideration of the
same character. 1 speak as one who trades
with the Westralian Farmers Ltd.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are a
shareholder.

Hon. T. Walker: He cannat help it.

Mr. TROY: T have no desire to sco the pool
destroyed; I have no desire to return to the
old methods, but it iz not right in a Bill,
which will involve the utilisation of the
people’s money to finance the harvest, to give
special consideration to onc,body because it
has political influence in this ehamber.

Mr, Hickmott: Did not the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. get it in open competition?

Hon. P. Collier: No, it was a monopoly
given by this House.

Mr. TROY: In 1918 the other companies
who previously operated put in a price lower
than that of the Westralian Farmers Lid., and
the Ainister said he would not consider it
because the other companies were out to
destroy the Westralian Farmers Lid, As if
this State existed for the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. and nobody else! The inference was
that the Government existed for the advance-
ment of the interests of the Westralian
Farmers Lid.-

The Premier. Tt is all a question of price, is
il not?

Mr. TROY: No; this Bill gives no other
person or eompany an opportunity of tender-
ing. Where does the question of price come
in? T am surprised that a Bill of this cha-
racter shonld be snpported by the Premier,
who has so often spoken of ‘‘speils to th.
vietor,”” and ‘‘Tammany eorruption,’’

The Premier: T have not.

Mr. TROY: From this side of the House, T
support the amendment moved by the member
for North-East ¥remantle. We on this side,
at all events, should consider the principle of
equal richts for all. I object to the Westra-
lian Farmers alone being given this right. Tt
is purely a political organisation.

Mr. JOAXNSTON: T am surprisel at the
appasition that has heen raised to the farm-
ers’ own ro-operative company continning to
dlo work whirh has been so well and =o
¢heaply done for the last four vears.

Hon. T. Walker: You mean the old farmers?

AMr. JOHNSTON: The Westralian Farmers’
(‘o-operative companies owned by the farmers
of Western Australia.

Hen. T. Walker: The farmers are owned by
the eompany.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am surprised that the
hon. member, who is & wheat grower, should
objeet to the growers® own company handling
their produce, Who hax a better right to do
this work than they!

Hon, T. Walker: The people’s own eo-oper-
ative compuny.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: Under the method where-
by the work is earried out by the Westralian
Farmers and kindred co-operative companies,
we havg an ideal system of co-operation. I
resent the imputation of pelitical bias in this
matier. The Westralian Farmers belong to a
co-operative federation, which has no associa-
tion or afhiliation with any political party.
The industrial co-operative companies such as
the Narrogin Industrial Co-operative Com-
pany and that at Collic and other pli-es, are
affiliated with the Westralian Farmers, and
consist entirely of workers. They are all
part of the co-operative federation which
15——

Mr. JOHNSTON:
party. .

Hon. T. Walker: You say that without a
smile.

Mr, JOHNSTON: No doubt members of the
Collie vo-operative company, in their indivi-
dual capaeity, support labour, while the far-
mers support their own party, but anything the
tarmers are doing in that way they have learnt
to do from the organising example of hon.
members opposite.  We find that the advisory
board have recommended fhe re- ewal of the
agreement with the Westralian Farmers, and
Mr. Keys drew up the draft agreement,

Hon. P. Collicr: It was Jdrawn up under
instruetions.

Mr. JOHXNSTON: We can gay with pride
that our wheat has been handled better and
cheaper than in any of the Eastern States.
There have been in Western Australia ne
wheat seandals such ns were assoviated with
New South Wales. On the other hand we have
had efficient administration. For the past
four vears our wheat has been handled for
five-cighths of a penny, which is more than
a half-penny less than the eost in the other
States. This is entirely due to the faet that
the farmers have their own co-operative com-
punies to do this work.

Hon, T. Walker: Not entirely. It is due to
the extreme simplicity of our railway trans-
port.

Mr. JOHXSTOXN: Tf the Westralian
Farmers and kindred co-operative companies
had not been in existenee T am certain we
would have had to pay at least five-cighths of o
penny per bushel more for the handling of the
wheat., The difficulties in this State for cheap
and eflicient handling are greater than they
ire in the FEastern States where the cost of
handling exceeded ours, We have smaller
quantities of wheat received at sidinga and
more unattended railway sidings, and the
areas over which settlement and wheat grow-
ing extend are more scattered than they
are in the wheat growing districts of the
other States, The saving that the co-operative
movement has meant to the growers in com-

Free from any politienl
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parison with the Eastern States represents a
sum of £25,000; that is to say, the farmers
of Western Australia are that much better
off than they would have been if their wheat
had been handled at the same price as was
charged in the other States. Now that the
co-operative movement has been established,
and that the farmers have been shown to have
bad a fair deal, it is all very well for someone
else to say the handling could have been done
cheaper. Through the industry and self-
sacrifice of those concerned the growers and
other producers in the State have received a
great benefit. :

Hon, P, COLLIER: T regret T cannot sup-
port what the hon. member styles ‘‘this ideal
form of co-operation.’’ It may be said for
the hon. member, having regard to the faet
that he was using typewritten notes, that he
hags dutifully carried out his brief for the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. I take up the same
attitude to-night as I have done in the past,
This trading and commereial concern would
never have been able to secure the sole
ageney for the handling of wheat had it not
been for the political side of the movement,
and the influence that was exercised through
members of the Country Party in this Cham-
her. This has created a very vieious prin-
ciplo which we used to believe was confined
to America. The faet that this politieal
power practically controls the life of the
Government and that it has secured conces-
siony by virtue of that political support, re-
presenta the introduction of a bad principle
in our public life. What would have been
said by members opposite and by the Press,
if the Lahounr Government had enabled the
Trades Hall to embark upon a co-operative
concern, and to secure a monopoly of a eer-
tain trade through the agency of labour re-
presentatives in the House? This commercial
ceneern has secured the ageney for four years
beecause of the political influence it has had
in Parliament. The agency should never have
been given in this way, and I am going to
erdeavour to deprive the company of it., The
comparison made by the member for Williams-
Narrogin as to the differenee in cost of hand-
ling is of no valpe. Like must be compared
with like. We must be assured that the con-
ditions in this State and the other States
were similar. We know, however, that the
conditions wnder which the work was done in
this State were not similar to those which
prevailed in the other States,

Mr. Johnston: That comparison, I believe,
was for the same services.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member adds
that as an afterthought, in order to make
good the eomparison. Without doubting the
hon. member’s integrity, or honesty, or truth-
fulness, I nevertheless decline to accept his
agsurance., The question iz not whether the
company have handled the harvest in an
officient manner during .past years, or whether
their handling has resulted in savings of
twenty odd thousand pounds to the growers;
the question is, would this Parliament be jus-

- themselves are satisfied.
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tified in handing out £15,000 over and above
the necessary cost of handling the har-
vest, merely in order to benefit a com-
pany, when we have had it given in
evidence, on the awthority of the quali-
fied experts in control of the pool, that
the work for whick the company were
paid £25,000 could have been done by the
Government for £10,000?7 Let me ask hon.
memhers apart from those who are politically
tied to vote for anything and everything that
may be in favour of the Westralian Farmers
Ltd., what is the justification for handing
over £15,000 to the Westralian Farmers, even
though it be the wheat-growers’ money? It
is not sufficient to say, as the Minister for
Agrienlture has said, that the wheat-growers
After all, that is a
matter of opinion; and I do not know that
every farmer has had an opportunity of re-
ccrding his opinion on the subjeet. But, even
if the farmers were satisfied to pay this year
the amount they have paid in the past for
handling, the Committee still have the re-
sponsibility of saying whether this £15,000,
it the farmers diseleim it, should not be
applied towards reducing the cost of wheat
for loecal consumption. In that way the
price of bread could be lowered without
the profits of the wheat-growers being
affected. There is no justification for throw-
ing away £15,000 just to keep a company
afloat. An hon. member has stated that the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. last year made
only £13,000, from which it is to be
inferred that the wheat-aequiring eontract
has been the means of keeping the company
afloat. T shall vote for the amendment, and
I shall always oppose the wretched principle
of combining politics and business with a
view to ruining other traders or driving
them out of business, The company should
stand or fall on their merits as a trading
concern in the open market. If there is
anything in the principle of co-operation, as
maintained by the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin, they ought to be able to survive in
those conditions. No business concern has
the right to survive merely by means of
political influence in this Chamber. The mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin ought not to tell
the Committee that this concern is non-
political and not in any way influenced by a
political party. He should tell that sort of
thing to people who do not know him as we
here know him. The men who run that trad-
ing concern are the men who run the politi-
cal machine also. They are getting apecial
consideration because they exercigse political
influence in this Chamber.

Mr, A, THOMSBQXN: Every session we have
the same diatribe against the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. from the Leader of the Oppo-
pition and the member for North-East Fre-
mantle. Speaking as one who for a short
period acted as a wheat acquiring agent, T
can assure those hon. members that the aver-
age acquiring agent is not very anxious to
resume the work under similar eonditions te
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-tbose which have obtained hitherto. The
contention of the Leader of the Opposition
that the conditions of handling here were not
the same as those in the Eastern States might
lead members to believe that conditions in
the East were more favourable. Residents of
our country districts, however, know that that
is not the case, Our farming districts are
extremely scattered. Prior to the Westralian
Farmers obtaining what has been termed the
monopoly of handling Western Australian
wheat, it was quite a common thing to see
three or four different wheat acquiring agents
represented at the one siding, without suffi-
eient work for the representatives to do. By
eliminating that competition the Westralian
Farmers were enabled to reduce handling
costs to Hd.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: But the other com-
panies were not allowed the opportunity of

doing so.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: No company had a
monopoly.

Mr. Simons: No company should have a
monopoly.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I agree fhat under

certain conditions monopolies are harmfuol.
But who is more capable of looking after the
farmer’s wheat than the farmer himself?

Hon. T. Walker: It is not the farmer’s
wheat; it is the people’s wheat; the people
pay for it.

Mr., A, THOMSON: I have yet to learn
that members of this Chamber have ever paid
one brass farthing towards the upkeep of
any wheat pool either in Western Australia or
in the Commonwealth.

Mr, Munsie: The farmers would not have
had a wheat pool at all but for the backing
of the State and of the Commonwealth; and
you know it.

Mr. A, THOMSON: That statement is per-
fectly eorrect; but is not the hon. member
aware that the wheat pool represented pro-
tection not only to the farmers but also to
the large body of consumers?

Mr, Munsie: In what way? By their being
charged 9s. a bushel?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Could the growers
reasonably be expected to produce wheat if
there was no sale for it?

Mr. O’Loghlen: The orchardists produced
fruit without there being any sale for it,
and the Agricultural Department advised them
to cut their trees back,

Mr. A, THOMSON: We are not dealing
with fruit, but with wheat. The strenuous
opposition of the member for North-East
Fremantle and the Leader of the Opposition
year after year to this agreement with the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. is, in my opinion,
not justified, having regard to the peculiar
circumstanrees which have existed and which
to-day exist. The Leader of the Opposition
has stated that £15,000 can be saved to the
farmers on the handling of this season’s
wheat, and that if the farmers’ representa-
tives will not take the opportunity of mak-
ing that saving for the benefit of the wheat-
growers, he is determinad to make it for the
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benefit of the local consumers of wheat. The
statements quoted by both those hon. members
are from the evidence given by the manager
of the wheat scheme in Western Australia,
not in 1921, but in 1918,

Hon. W. . Angwin: What difference does
that make?

Mr. A, THOMSBON: Is there no differcoce
in the conditions now compared with 19181
Have there been no increases in wages, for
instance?

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Yes, there have, but
any increasc in wages is provided for under
this Bill. ’

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: I presume that the
peaple in the agrieultural areas have to pay
more than in the past. Therefore, the state-
ment that the Westralian Farmers Ltd. will
make £15,000 is, after all, only a statement
made by those hon. members.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is based on evidence on
oath,

Mr. A, THOMSON: On evidence two years
old,

Mr. O’Loghlen: That does not matter.

Ar. A. THOMBON: It is admitied that
there are different conditiona to-day.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And different conditions
are provided in the Bill

Mr. A. THOMBON: The Minister in intro-
ducing the Bill made vse of a statement some-
what to the following effect: ‘‘The experi-
ence of the board and of the present manager
was that in their opinion it would be expedi-
ent to renew the agreement with the Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd.?’

Mr. O’Loghlen: If you were a member of
the board, what would you do?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I would be guided by
the experience of the past four or five years.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You would do what
Alr, Baxter did; you would do what you were
told.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Members have made
various suggestions that members of the
Country Party are under the control of the
Westralian Farmers Lid,

Mr. O’Loghlen: You will not vote for this
amendment,

Mr, Pickering: We do not believe in it

Mr, A, THOMSON: If I thought it was
in the interests of the producers or in the
interests of the farmers of my district, 1
would vote as I thought fit,

Hon, T. Walker: Youn would do what you
were told.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I have always voted
as T thought fit. I am not a shareholder in
the Westralian Farmers Ltd., nor have I been
approached by any representative of that
firm on the question of how I will vote on this
Bill.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You have a good deal of
Scotch caution, you know.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I endeavour at all
times to tell the truth when speaking in this
Chamber. I ask hon. 'members to accept the
statement that I have not been appreached
|£y any member of the Weatralian Farmers

td.
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Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt is not necessary.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have not been
asked by them to vote for the continuance
of the system. I helieve it is in the interests
of the producers that the farmers eo-opera-
tive eompany should have the handling of
the wheat, for they can do it more efficiently.
‘There is one point that has not been stressed;
this company is composed entirely of farmers,
and every wheat farmer who is a shareholder
in the company

Hon. P. Collier:
a member of it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Any shareholder will
henefit by any profits made by the company,
Any profits made by an outside company
would go elsewhere. When the Leader of the
Opposition was speaking on the Address-in-
reply he said he was in favour of a wheat
pool, and he expressed the hope that the far-
mers wonld never have to go back to the
days when they were controlled by private
buyerg, when they would have to aceept 3s
or 3s. 6d. per bushel. The Leader of the
Opposition commented upon -the enormous
amount of money made by one gentleman
who had died worth practieally a million, the
whole of which had been made out of the
farmers.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is the preferential
treatment the Westralian Farmers Ltd. are
receiving of which we complain,

Mr, A, THOMSON: Here is a company
composed of farmers, and all profite made go
bhack to the farmers.

Mr. Trov: Ts MeGibbon o farmer?

Mr. A, THOMSON: He is n farmer,

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about the tender
put in originally and the preferentinl treat-
ment aceorded this one firm?

Mr., A, THOMSBOXN: If there 3s any pro-
fit made by the Westralian Farmers Ltd.,
who is more entitled to make it and benefit
from 3t than the farmers who grow the
wheat? T trust that the Committee will not
accept the amendment moved by the member
for North-East Fremantle. He has moved prae-
tically the same amendment every vear. 1
trust the new membcers of this Chamber will
accept the statement of the Minister for Ag-
viculture and also aceept my assurances that
there is8 no politieal control involved in the
matter. T am one of those referred to by the
Leader of the Opposition as ‘‘the political
machine.’”” On my word of hononr, I have
not been approached by the company, nor
have I been influenced one way or the other.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It is not necessary to say
that.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is wrong for mem-
hers to endeavour to mislead the Committee.

Hon. T. Walker: That is an unfair acensa-
tion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1t is fair,

Hon. T. Walker: No one has endeavonred
to mislead the Committee.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, there has been
that attempt.

Hon, P. Collier: Who endeavoured to mis-
lead the Committee?
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Mr, A. THOMSON: The hon. member did.

Hon. P. Collier: I ask that the statement
be withdrawn.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I withdraw the state-
ment, and say that the Leader of the Op-
position endeavoured to lead members to be-
lieve that members of the Country Party were
under the domination of the Westralian Far-
mers Ltd. and were told what they had to
do.

Hon. T. Walker: So vou are.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN: That statement is in-
eorrect,
Mr. Troy: You are under their control;

you know you are.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We are not.

Mr, Troy: You are mere puppets.

Mr, A, THOMSOX: T trust the Commit-
tee will reject the amendment and agree to
the clause as it stands.

Hon. T. WALKER: This declaration
of purity respecting the members of the
Country Party is absolutely unmecessary.

Mr, A, Thomson: Why make the state-
ment, then?

Hon, T. WALKER: Why all this effort
to prove how good, sweet, pure and virtuous
is the member for Katanning? We took that
for granted. He is an honourable man, and
50 arc they all. Therefore, to be always pro-
testing about their honesty and so forth, is
apart from the question. Tt secems to be most
unbecoming of the mighty dignity of the
Depuiy Leader of the Country Party, I am
astonished that no one las really addregsed
himself to the amendment moved by the
member for North-East Fremantle, The is-
suc i3 a plain one: dual eontrol or single
management, one expense or duplication of
expenses. What we have hefore us is evi-
dence given by the manager of the wheat
scheme in 1918 and it has not deteviorated
in value since that time. Tt is the testimony
of that officer that the board eould do this
work withont the assistance of the Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd., and that the work could
be done efficiently. No ore has ad-
dressed himself to that point. If that
ig  the position, why bring in the
Westralian Farmers at all? If the com-
pany can he dispensed with and money
saved for the farmers, why should we
not do s6? Common sense wonld dictate that
we should do without this unnecessary adden-
dum to the work of acquiring wheat, That
being so, we must look for some other motive
for the attitnde of the members of the Coun-
try Party. Why vote and argue for the
Westralian Farmers Ltd., if work which is
eostly can be dispensed with and something
like £15.000 or £20,000 per pool saved to the
farmers?

The Minister for Apgriculture: I do noat
think it costs that much. There must he some
service in return.

Hon. T. WALKER: Of course there is
some gerviee, but the board conld do that ser-
vice without the Westralian Farmers Lid.
coming into the matter at all, Under the
measure, the beard itself will be more ex-
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pensive than heretofore, amd that board
should centrol the pool. Why bring in the
under-study company which is absolutely un-
necessary! It is simply duplicating the work,
The inference to be drawn from the attitude
of members of the Country Party, I regret
te say, is that there is some hidden influence
a4 work. .

Mr. Pickering: The unseen hand.

Hon. T. WALKER: Exactly, There is
the wire-puller, the power behind the throue,
that which has created the party that is the
directing ageney and the aequiring ageney of
the Government benches. That is really the
source of the defence of this policy. With
considerable suavity and cunning, it was ar-
gued by the member for Williams-Narrogin
that the Committee should support this pro-
vision hecause the ecompany was carrying out
the principle of cospperation. But is it not a
better co-operation to have the whole State
co-operating than to have the farmers co-
operating for themselves alone? I objeet to
the work being done by a private company
when the Government can do it for less
monev, Everybody in the community is con-
cernedd in the success of the pool, and there-
fore it is the people’s pool. There is another
point whith botrays the advocacy of those
speaking on behalt of the farmers: they want
the monopoly for one special firm.

AMr. Pickering: That is not original.

Hon. T. WALKER: But in every instance
where it is done a wrong is ereated. It is
pure favouritisn.

Mr, Corboy: Class legislation.

Hon. T. WALKER: Worse than that, it is
legislation in the interests of those who are
making profits by it. The whole influence of
Parliament is to be wsed to keep in existence
this wealthy corporation.

Mr. Johnston: Tt is not very-wealthy yet,

Hon. T. WALEKER: That is the point.
Take from it this momopoly, and it is prae-
tically bankrupt. This monopoly is keeping
it alive. We arve to foster it in that way by
our votes in Parliament because it is the
farmer's own,

Mr. Troy: MecGibbon’s own!

Ion. T. WALKER: And Murray’s own,
and hecause of that we are to use all the
machinery of the State and the people’s
money and the people’s eredit in order to
keep it alive. Nobody else is to be allowed
to compete with it. Why? Because the party
at the head of the management of this insti-
tution is the same party as is at the head of
the managament of the Primary Produvcers’
Assorcintion, the political party which is ask-
ing that this moucpoly shall be retained. T
ohject to the holstering wp of this imstitu-
tion, to the swelling of the heads of its offi-
cials any more than they are swollen now.
T object fo giving them the power to ecerce
lecislation and drag Parliament at the chariot
wheels of this monopoly, created for politieal
ends and hypocritieally using political and
social cries to fetter the untrammelled judg-
ment of representatives of the people in this
Chamber.

{ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER:
it is all abont.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
for nearly an hour.

The PREMIER: 1t is merely a matter o
cogts, after all. When the pool was started
the member for North-East Fremantle was i
office. He knows just what happened then.

Hon. W, (, Angwin: AN wheat buyer
rave one had an opportunity.

The PREMIER: No, not all, I agree wit!
the Leader of the Opposition that trade an
polities will not mix, but I do not agrec wit
anything he said against this agreement. !
did not know that members of the Countr
Party had been asked by the Westralim
Farmers Ltd. to support the agreement.
have not been asked to do so. I had no han
in eliminating the other agents four year
age. I was in charge of the wheat pool i
1916, and I had some experience of the ac
quiring agents, including the Westralim
Farmers Ltd. What we have to consider i
the question of costs to the farmer.

Mr. Troy: Why not call for tenders? Yo
micht et the ~vork done more cheaply.

The PREMIER: At one time we had :
number of aequiring agents, but the worl
was not dome as cheaply then as now.

Mr., Corboy: Why not give your ow
officers a chanee?

The PREMIER: We have tried othe
means. e have had other agents.

Hon. W. {. Angwin: And they gave ever,
satisfaction. :

The PREMIER: Yes, but the work wa
not as cheaply dene as it is now.

Mr. Troy: They did not have a monopoly

Hon. W, (", Angwin: They offered to do i
for a farthine loss,

The PREMIER: If we are to employ som:
agent to do the work, and if the Westralim
Farmers Ltd. who have done it for the las
four years will do it as cheaply as any othe
agent, then sinee it is the farmers’ money ™
are using we ought to employ the Ffarmers
company.

AMr. Troy: I am 2 wheat farmer.
not my company.

The PREMIER: But they are a compan}
supported by a majority of the wheat-growers
We are paying farmers’ money for this ser
vice.

Mr, Troy:
money.

The PREMIER: Tt passes to these people
not from the Treasury but from the whea
scheme, The Treasury hag never contributec
one pennv to the wheat scheme.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: Do not cut it down a
finely as that. You will be wrong.

The PREMIER: The Treasury have not paic
one peuny to the cost of this scheme, Some
one must he paid to do the work. We haw
a co-operative eompany owned by the farmers
a majority of whom are in it. Why shoul
not this company be appointed to do the work
so long as their charges ecompare favourabl;
with those of others? The charges of thi
cempany are lower than those of other agents

I do not quite know wha

No, you have been aslee|

They an

We are not. 1t is the State”
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Hon. W. . Aungwin: Becaunse you carried
certain responsibilitics, you bhad the risk.

The PREMIER: After all, what does it
amount to? I do not know why the hon.
member moved the amendment. If he objects
to the cost of tha scheme, the proper thing
to do is to refuse payment when we come to
1he schedule. :

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The Westralian
Farmers Lid. cannot do the work for much
less than they demand, but we can.

The PREMIER: Not a farthing cheaper.
The costs to-day are greater than they were
when the hon. member was chairman of the
Royal Commission. It is all a matter of cost.
It is the farmer’s money, the farmer’s wheat
and the farmer’s business. If the farmer is
to pay, all we are concerned abount is to see
that he does not pay more than he should.
If the member for North-East Fremantle can
prove that the costs are too high, let him
move to reduce them when we reach the
schedule. ’ .

Mr. PICKERING: The object of the
amendment is to give the handling of the
wheat over to the board controlling the pool.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: To save two sets of
=alaries.

Mr, PICKERING: Where would the board
get the different agencies to carry on the
work ? .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The same as the
Westralian Farmers have.

Mr. PICKERING: The hon. member adve-
cates that the system built up at the cost of
the Westralian Farmers should be utilised
by the Government.

Hon. W. ", Angwin: Or they could get the
loc-al agents they had previously.

AMr. PICKERING: They could not. The
Westralian Farmers Ltd. have built up their
organisation at considerable cost. I regret
that the member for Kanowna should gloat
cver the antieipated downfall of the Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd. He was unjust. It is the
one co-operative company which has won

- through in Wegtern Awnstralia,

Mr. Troy: It has not.

My, PICKERING: It has up to the pre-
sent. There is one other co-operative com-
pany which has won throngh—that at Collic.

Mr. Wilson: That stands on its own, too.

Mr. PICKERING: [ admit that it is a
very fine eompany, and it is my earnest de-
sire that the Westralian Farmers Ltd. should
win through likewise.

Mr, Corhoy: Not on privilege.

Ar. PICKERTNG: It iz not a privilege
to let a co-operative company handle the
wheat prown by their own shareholders; it
is & right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You compel everyone
else to trade there.

Mr. PICKERING: The idea of suggesting
that the figures of three years ago wounld form
an acenrate basis for the cost of handling
the fortheoming season’s wheat is ridieulons.
Those figures might have applied at that
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time, but we have now the knowledge and ex-
perience of the Weatralian Farmers Ltd. to
work on, which indicate that %the pool and
the handling have been conducted in this
State more cheaply than in any other part of
Australia. It would not be in the best in-
terests of the State to take this work from
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. The board will
have additional and greater responsibilities
during the coming season in that they will
have to deal with the selling and shipping of
wheat.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: They do mow,

Mr, PICKERING: Their responsibilities
will be greater. It is absurd to suggest that
the board could undertake the additional work
of handling the wheat. I was surprised that
the member for North-East Fremantle should
have advoeated a change of policy which
would at once increase the difficulties of un-
cmployment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T have advocated this
for three years,

Me, PICKERTXG: The position was not
so grave then as it is to-day, The handling
of the wheat by the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
does not involve any inerease in cost this
season, but to take the business away from
that organisation will mean increasing the
nwnber of unemployed, and the responsibility
of the unemployed, we were told this after-
noon, rests npon the Government.

Hon, P. Collier: What a spectacle it would
be to see Murray and MeGibbon marching
down the street with the unemployed!

Mr. PICKERING: T would be very sorry
to scc gentlemen of their standing and ex-
perience placed in such an ignominions posi-
tion. Members of the Opposition shounld
credit the Country Party with the purity of
motive which actuates themselves. T trust
that members will not be led by the argu-
nments of the Opposition and possibly do a
very great and serions injury to a company
who have proved to be of considerable benefit
to the farming community of Western Aus-
tralia.

Me, STMONS: T support the amendment on
the ground that the preferable way to handle
such a hig serviee would be by State coutrol.
Under the Bill it will be necessary to have
practically two sets of Government: officers,
ane to cheek the operations of the Wegtralian
Farmers Ltd., whereas the Government
officers would be capable of running the whole
business. It we cannet run it on the lines of
State control, the next fairest thing is to
throsw this privilege into the market for open
competition. It is an unsound principle to
give any concern & monopoly of a big utility
such as thia represents, We are building up
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. by Goevernment
aid to such an extent that in time to come it
will grow more powerful than the Government
itself, Tt is a danger which we should take
every step to avert. This right will mean so
mueh to the Westratian Farmers Lid. in the
way of goedwill, in that it will conseript
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every farmer o do his business there, that
the eompany, ought to be glad to bhandle the
business for nothing at all. They to-day are
covering practically every activity known to
commerce, selling every commodity from a
packet of tacks to a traction engine, hand-
ling a shipping department on lines of com-
mercial brokerage, and having a politica! de-
partment, the meetings of which are held in
their own warchouse.

Mr, A. Thomsen: That is wrong.

Mr., SIMONS: Will the hon. member deny
that they held their last conference in the
warchouse of the Westralian Farmers Ltd,,
just like a firm calling a meeting of commer-
cial travellers to give them instructions for
the next campaign?

Mr, A, Thomson: That statement is incor-
rect.

Mr, SIMONS: Will the hon. member deny
that the meeting was held there?

r. A. Thomson: The annual conference
of the farmers was held thcre.

Mr. SIMONS: At which every member of
the Country Party attended, like so many
commercial travellers, to receive their in-
struections, That is undeniable. We are now
asked to give a big monopoly to one set of
business men in Perth to the detriment of
other business men who have big concerns
10 keep going.

Mr, A, Thomson:
producers.

Mr, SIMONS: We should throw the privi-
lege into the open market and let every firm
have an opportunity to tender for the right.
The value of the goodwill given to the Wes-
tralian Farmers Lid. in this way iz almost
beyond computation.

Mr. MANN: I support the amendment,
not becanse T think that the Westralian
Farmers Litd. have any political influence
here or any influence over the Government,
but on the score of cconomy. The board
would be able te undertake the asequiring of
wheat as well as its distribution and sale.
I see no reason for paying out a sum of
money untecessarily, whether that sum be
great or small. On the second reading, T
said I had been told that the Westralian
Farmers Litd. showed a net prefit of £26,000
for the year,

The Minister for Agriculture:
they got from the whole service.

Mr. MANN: Mr. Murray has written cor-
recting me in that statement, and advising
that the net profit was less than one-third of
that amount. Accepting his statement as
being correet, it represents a sum of £8,000
which I think could be saved by pgiving the
work to the hoard.

Hon. W. C, Angwin:
duplieation of cost as well.

Mr. MANN: At sdch a time as the pre-
sent, we ought to seize every opportunity to
exercise economy, and therefore I shall vote
for the amendment,

TIn the interests of the

That is all

It would save a

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 19
Nocs 20
Majority against 1
AYEE.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCollum
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Simons
Mr. Collier 3r. J. Thomson
Mr. Corboy Mr. Troy
Mr. Gibson Mr. Walker
Mr. Heron ' Mr., Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilson
Mr. Maan Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Marshall (Teller.}
Noes.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr, Boyland Mr. Pickering
Mr. Broun Mr. Plesse
Mr, Carter Mr. Richardson
Mrs. Cowan Mr, Sampson
Mr. Davies Mr. SBcaddan
Mr, Durack Mr. A. Thomsen
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johpston Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K, Maley (Teller.)
Sir James Mitchell

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 12—agreed to.

Clause 13—Price of wheat for loeal con-
sumption:

Hon, P. COLLIER: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subelause 1, line 4, the words
‘“shall be based’’ be struck out and ¢‘sub-
ject as hercinafter shall be fixed’? ingerted
in lieu.

The words ‘‘shall be based’' are capable of
toc broad an interpretation. The Minister or
the Committee could advise that the price for -
local consumption should be fixed having re-
gard to the price in Loadon without the ac-
tual parity being adopted, and could then
gay that the price was based upon that which
was -obtainable in London. I think it is the
intention of the Minister to fix the price as
it is ascertainable on the local equivalent to
London parity. My amendment merely says
this in specific terms.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tt would be better to report progress and
have the sugpgested amendments placed on the
Notice Paper, in which form they would be
motre intelligible to hon. members.

Mr. A. Thomson: I think so too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: My amendment is quite
clear. Is it suggested that I am endeavouring
to get an amendment through by subterfuge?

Mr. A, Thomson: No,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The words T sreak of
do not specifically tie down the Minister to
fix the price on London parity as it is ascer-
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tained, I want the clause to be definite and
to say that the price shall bs fixed. The
reason why I seek the insertion of the words
“*subject as hereinafter provided’’ is that I
propose to move a further amendment, namely
to strike out in the next line the words ‘‘but
with due regard to the prices to be charged by
millers for the products of wheat,”’ with a
view to the insertion of words establishing a
maximum price of 7s. and a minimum price of
5s. per bughel.

The PREMIER: I suggest that the betfer
covrse would be to let the clause go as it is,
for the present, and deal with it on re-com-
mittal.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
suggest that we now report progress, so that
the Leader of the Opposition may have an
opportunity of placing his amendment on
the Notice Paper.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I regret that the amend-
ment ja not intelligible to members. It was
drafted by the gentleman who drafted the Bill,
namely the Solicitor General. Tt is not my
fault that the amendment does not appear on
the Notice Paper, gince 1 asked the Solicitor
General to have it placed there, apd he said he
would do so. I understand, however, that the
Premier told the Solicitor General it was
unnecessary.

The Premier: Well, the amendment is
80 eagily understood.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is how it appears
to me.

The PREMIER: When the Solicitor General
asked me whether it was worth while printing
an addendum fo the Notice Paper for the
purpose of this amendment, I said it was not
worth while, as the amendment was so simple
—a question of a maximum of 7s, and a
minimum of 5s. per bushel for local consump-
tion.

Progress reported.

House adiourncd at 10.96 p.am.

*
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The, PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUEENSLAND COLLIERY DISASTER.
Message in reply.

The PRESIDENT: I have to announce to
hon. members that T have received the follow-
ing telegram from the Premier of Queensland
dn answer to the telegram despatehed by
myself yesterday—

The President, Legislative Council.
Thanks for your wire respecting the appal-
ling disaster at Mount Mulligan, (Signed)
Theodlore, Premier.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT
CASES.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Minister for
Edueation: Will the Minister lay on the Table
of the House a return showing—1, The
number of cases brought before the Arbitra-
tion Court sinece the 1st of January, 1913.
2, The number of cases which resulted in an
increase of wages, and the number in which
increases were refused. 3, The number of
cases in which the decisions of the Court were
deemed umsatisfactory by the workers, and
led to strikes or other action on their part. 4,
The number of cages which were deemed un-
satisfactory by the employers, and what action
was taken by them in consequence. 5, The
number and amount of fines inflicted by the
Court on registered unioms, and the amount
received in respect of such fines,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied—While it is not usval to furnish such
returns, if the hon. member will move for a
return, and the House concurs, it will be fur-
nished, exeepting the information asked for in
3 and 4 in respeci of which there are no
official records from which the information
can be compiled,

QUESTION—SBTATE RECEIVING HOME.
Hon. A. LOVEEKIN asked the Minister for
Education: 1, How many children are there at



